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LOUTH  COUNTY. 


y in  the  north-east  of  the  province  of  Leinster, 
Monaghan,  S.  by  Meath,  and  E.  by  the  Irish  Sea.  it 
jes,  of  which  178,972  are  arable  land;  15,603  ur^iiti 
813  under  water.  The  town  of  Drogheda,  472  acr«%,  i 
was  111,970,  being,  on  an  average,  one  inhabitant ' 


try  i ; acre  oi  cultivated  land;  or  nearly  one  family  of  six  persons  ei 
?hrht  acres  of  cultivated  land.  The  sea-coast,  which  forms  its  eastern 
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Louth,  a maritime  cou 
Arn  ,rh,  W.  by  Meath  a 
miles,  or  201,434  statut< 
tatfous  : 728  in  towns  . 
mate.  The  population  ’ 
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surface,  or  every  sight  acres  oi  cultivated  Jand.  J ne  sea-coast,  wmcn  torms  its  eastern  boundary 
a line  of  about  sixty  miles,  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Drogheda  harbour,  and  proceeding  northwa 
b'  ad,  un<i  Dunany  head,  the  south  point  of  Dundalk  bay.  This  ba}7,  forms  a deep  and  wide  inden 
me  ■ m miles  across  from  Dunany  head  to  Cooley  head,  its  most  northern  point,  and  stretching  inwards 
tfatancc  to  the  mouth  of  Dundalk  harbour  in  its  north-western  extremity.  From  Cooley  poiiT  th 
extends  N.  E.  to  Bellagan  head,  thence  northward  to  the  entrance  of  Carlingford  bay,  where  there  i a 
house  with  a revolving  lamp.  Along  the  southern  coast  of  this  bay.it  proceeds  to  the  northern  limn 
comity  at  Narrow- water,  a village  on  the  county  of  Down  side  of  the  bay.  The  shore  is,  with  some  excej 
a smdy  beach,  dry  to  a large  extent  at  low  water.  Dundalk  "and  Carlingford  bays  are  both  dangcrou 
shipping;  the  fory.^r,  on  account  of  its  shoals;  the  latter,  from  the  sudden  and  violent  flaws  of  wind  fro 
mountains  tha* 

By  much  t .eater  part  of  the  surface  of  the  county  is  a plain,  varied  by  low  undulating  hills,  and  risin 
in  the  northel  extremity  into  mountain  ranges,  the  highest  pinnacle  of  which  is  the  summit  of  Carlingfor 
mountain,  1,935  feet  above  sea  evel.  In  the  south  a range  of  low  hills,  extending  across  the  county,  terminate, 
■abruptly  at  Clogher  head.  Be  patrick,  the  loftiest  of  these  heights — being  789  feet  above  sea-level — is  situate 
n the  confines  of  Meath  county.  The  hill  of  Collon,  in  its  vicinity,  richly  planted  to  its  summit,  commands 
line  views  of  a highly  cultivated  expanse  of  champaign  country,  extending  to  the  bay  and  mountains  of 
Carlingford,  and  backed  by  the]  towering  summits  of  the  Mourne  mountains  in  the  county  of  Down.  The 
river  Boyne,  navigable  from  it  mmith  east  of  Drogheda  to  Naran,  forms*  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county. 
The  other  rivers,  though  numerous  serve  only  for  agricultural  or  domestic  use.  Of  these  the  most  remarkable 
are  the  Big  river,  flowing  from  the  Carlingford  mountains  southward  into  the  north  of  Dundalk  bay;  Flurry 
river,  flowing  into  the  north-western  extremity  of  the  same  bay;  Castletown  or  Dundalk  river,  flowing  into 
Dundalk  harbour.  The  Fane,  the  Glyde,  the  Dee,  and  its  tributary,  the  White  river,  flow  into  the  same  bay; 
the  Mattock  joins  the  Boyne.  The  only  sheet  of  still  water  of  any  extent  is  at  Newtown-Balregan,  to  the 
north-west  of  Dundalk;  it  covers  forty-seven  acres. 

Agriculture  is  in  a state  of  high  improvement.  The  chief  crops  are  wheat,  oats,  and  flax.  Pasturage  and 
dairy  management  occupy, a fair  proportion  of  attention.  Irrigation  and  draining  are  well  understood,  amt  * 
generally  practised.  The  quantity  of  land  under  timber,  including  gardens  and  detached  trees,  is  estimated  at 
6,685  acres,  being  one-thirteenth  of  the  entire  surface.  The  mountain  districts  enjoy  the  greatest  share  of  this 
picturesque  and  useful  feature  of  rural  beauty,  being  in  many  instances  clothed  to  their  summits  with  rich 
foliage.  The  Carlingford  mountains  are  chiefly  granite,  skirted  with  hornblende  and  greenstone,  and  e meri  r 
chains  of  transition  rock.  The  substratum  of  the  rest  of  the  county  is  mostly  clay-slate,  except  where  lime- 
stone occurs  in  some  detached  districts  at  Ardee,  Louth,  Collon,  and  a few  other  places.  To  th  est  of 
Dundalk  there  is  a very  pure  red  limestone,  which  appears  to  be  the  southern  termination  of  the  An  gli  field. 
Veins  of  lead  have  been  found  in  the  junction  of  the  granite  and  transition  rocks,  but  not  of  ' a sb.c  efficient 
1 * warrant  the  outlay  of  capital.  Traces  of  abandoned  iron  works  are  still  visible  in  some  places. 

The  county,  at  the  earliest  known  period,  formed  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Voluntii.  It  was  known  to 
the  first  British  settlers  by  the  name  of  Orgial  or  Uriel,  and  was  included  by  them  in  tin.  province  of 
Ulster.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  British  it  was  conquered  by  De  Courcy,  and  granted  to  ’ ini  by  King 
Henry  II.  as  a fief  of  the  crown;  and  afterwards  to  De  Lacy,  who  parcelled  it  out  among  his  leading  follower- 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  was  made  part  of  Leinster,  of  which  province  it  now  forms  the  no  rn  county 

It  was,  till  lately,  divided  into  the  five  baronies  of  Lower  Dundalk,  Upper  Dundalk, 

Ferrard.  In  1841,  a portion  of  the  town  . of  Drogheda  was  transferred  to  the  county,  and 
Drogheda.  Lower  Dundalk,  the  most  northern  of  these  divisions,  comprises  the  pen’ 
lingford  and  Dundalk  bays,  and  has  the  seaport  of  Carlingford,  well  known  to 
a peculiarly  delicate  flavour),  and  the  post-town  of  Flurry-bridge,  on  its  northern 
exhibit  many  vistas  of  great  beauty;  and  its  more  cultivated  parts  are  studded  with 
rural  villas.  Upper  Dundalk  barony  contains  the  seaport  of  Dundalk,  wh’ 


of  the  hay,  and  is  the  county  town,  having  within  it  th*  county  court-house 
xtion  is  styled  “ The  Bailiff,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  boro 
) are  the  parish  church,  and  those  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  Presbyte 
Thousc  of  the  Dundalk  Union  is  in  the  town.  The  port  enjoys  f 
butter,  and  eggs,  chiefly  to  Great  Britain  by  steam.  The  custom  riuties 
1846,  from  £33,787  to  £40,667. 
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LOUTH  COUNTY. 


Louth,  a maritime  county  in  the  north-east  of  the  province  of  Leinster,  is  bounded,  N.  by  Down  and 
Armagh,  W.  by  Meath  and  Monaghan,  S.  by  Meath,  and  E.  by  the  Irish  Sea.  Its  area  comprises  315  square 
miles,  or  201,434  statute  acres,  of  which  178,972  are  arable  land  ; 15,603  uncultivated  ; 5,318  under  plan- 
tations ; 728  in  towns ; and  813  under  water.  The  town  of  Drogheda,  472  acres,  is  not  included  in  this  esti- 
mate. The  population  in  1841  was  111,979,  being,  on  an  average,  one  inhabitant  for  every  1|  acre  of  the  whole 
surface,  or  for  every  If  acre  of  cultivated  land;  or  nearly  one  family  of  six  persons  each  for  every  ten  acres  of 
surface,  or  every  eight  acres  of  cultivated  land.  The  sea-coast,  which  forms  its  eastern  boundary,  extends  along 
a line  of  about  sixty  miles,  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Drogheda  harbour,  and  proceeding  northwards  by  Clogher 
head,  and  Dunany  head,  the  south  point  of  Dundalk  bay.  This  bay  forms  a deep  and  wide  indentation,  being 
seven  miles  across  from  Dunany  head  to  Cooley  head,  its  most  northern  point,  and  stretching  inwards  the  same 
distance  to  the  mouth  of  Dundalk  harbour  in  its  north-western  extremity.  From  Cooley  point  the  coast 
extends  N.  E.  to  Bellagan  head,  thence  northward  to  the  entrance  of  Carlingford  bay,  where  there  is  a light- 
house with  a revolving  lamp.  Along  the  southern  coast  of  this  bay  it  proceeds  to  the  northern  limit  of  the 
county  at  Narrow-water,  a village  on  the  county  of  Down  side  of  the  bay.  The  shore  is,  with  some  exceptions, 
a sandy  beach,  dry  to  a large  extent  at  low  water.  Dundalk  and  Carlingford  bays  are  both  dangerous  for 
shipping;  the  former,  on  account  of  its  shoals;  the  latter,  from  the  sudden  and  violent  flaws  of  wind  from  the 
mountains  that  overhang  it  on’ each  side. 

By  much  the  greater  part  of  the  surface  of  the  county  is  a plain,  varied  by  low  undulating  hills,  and  rising 
in  the  northern  extremity  into  mountain  ranges,  the  highest  pinnacle  of  which  is  the  summit  of  Carlingford 
mountain,  1,935  feet  above  sea-level.  In  the  south  a range  of  low  hills,  extending  across  the  county,  terminates 
abruptly  at  Clogher  head.  Belpatrick,  the  loftiest  of  these  heights — being  789  feet  above  sea-level — is  situate 
on  the  confines  of  Meath  county.  The  hill  of  Collon,  in  its  vicinity,  richly  planted  to  its  summit,  commands 
fine  views  of  a highly  cultivated  expanse  of  champaign  country,  extending  to  the  bay  and  mountains  of 
Carlingford,  and  backed  by  the  towering  summits  of  the  Mourne  mountains  in  the  county  of  Down.  The 
river  Boyne,  navigable  from  its  mouth  east  of  Drogheda  to  Na  um,  forms* the  southern  boundary  of  the  county. 
The  other  rivers,  though  numerous,  serve  only  for  agricultural  or  domestic  use.  Of  these  the  most  remarkable 
are  the  Big  river,  flowing  from  the  Carlingford  mountains  southward  into  the  north  of  Dundalk  bay;  Flurry 
river,  flowing  into  the  north-western  extremity  of  the  same  bay;  Castletown  or  Dundalk  river,  flowing  into 
Dundalk  harbour.  The  Fane,  the  Glyde,  the  Dee,  and  its  tributary,  the  White  river,  flow  into  the  same  bay; 
the  Mattock  joins  the  Boyne.  The  only  sheet  of  still  water  of  any  extent  is  at  Newtown-Balregan,  to  the 
north-west  of  Dundalk ; it  covers  forty-seven  acres. 

Agriculture  is  in  a state  of  high  improvement.  The  chief  crops  are  wheat,  oats,  and  flax.  Pasturage  and 
dairy  management  occupy  a fair  proportion  of  attention.  Irrigation  and  draining  are  well  understood,  and 
generally  practised.  The  quantity  of  land  under  timber,  including  gardens  and  detached  trees,  is  estimated  at 
6,685  acres,  being  one-thirteenth  of  the  entire  surface.  The  mountain  districts  enjoy  the  greatest  share  of  this 
picturesque  and  useful  feature  of  rural  beauty,  being  in  many  instances  clothed  to  their  summits  with  rich 
foliage.  The  Carlingford  mountains  are  chiefly  granite,  skirted  with  hornblende  and  greenstone,  and  exterior 
chains  of  transition  rock.  The  substratum  of  the  rest  of  the  county  is  mostly  clay-slate,  except  where  lime- 
stone occurs  in  some  detached  districts  at  Ardee,  Louth,  Collon,  and  a few  other  places.  To  the  west  of 
Dundalk  there  is  a very  pure  red  limestone,  which  appears  to  be  the  southern  termination  of  the  Armagh  field. 
Veins  of  lead  have  been  found  in  the  junction  of  the  granite  and  transition  rocks,  but  not  of  a size  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  outlay  of  capital.  Traces  of  abandoned  iron  works  are  still  visible  in  some  places. 

The  county,  at  the  earliest  known  period,  formed  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Voluntii.  It  was  known  to 
the  first  British  settlers  by  the  name  of  Orgial  or  Uriel,  and  was  included  by  them  in  the  province  of 
Ulster.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  British  it  was  conquered  by  De  Courcy,  and  granted  to  him  by  King 
Henry  II.  as  a fief  of  the  crown;  and  afterwards  to  De  Lacy,  who  parcelled  it  out  among  his  leading  followers. 
In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  was  made  part  of  Leinster,  of  which  province  it  now  forms  the  northern  county. 

It  was,  till  lately,  divided  into  the  five  baronies  of  Lower  Dundalk,  Upper  Dundalk,  Louth,  Ardee,  and 
Ferrard.  In  1841,  a portion  of  the  town  of  Drogheda  was  transferred  to  the  county,  and  named  the  barony  of 
Drogheda.  Lower  Dundalk,  the  most  northern  of  these  divisions,  comprises  the  peninsula  lying  between  Car- 
lingford and  Dundalk  bays,  and  has  the  seaport  of  Carlingford,  well  known  to  gastronomists  for  its  oysters  (of 
a peculiarly  delicate  flavour),  and  the  post-town  of  Flurry-bridge,  on  its  northern  shore.  The  mountain  ravines 
exhibit  many  vistas  of  great  beauty;  and  its  more  cultivated  parts  are  studded  with  ornamented  demesnes  and 
rural  villas.  Upper  Dundalk  barony  contains  the  seaport  of  Dundalk,  which  is  situated  in  the  N.  W. 
of  the  bay,  and  is  the  county  town,  having  within  it  the  county  court-house,  prison,  and  infirmary.  The 
corporation  is  styled  “ The  Bailiff,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the  borough  of  Dundalk.”  Its  places  of 
worship  are  the  parish  church,  and  those  of  the  Homan  Catholics,  Presbyterians,  Independents,  and  Methodists. 
The  workhouse  of  the  Dundalk  Union  is  in  the  town.  The  port  enjoys  a considerable  export  trade  in  grain, 
cattle,  butter,  and  eggs,  chiefly  to  Great  Britain  by  steam.  The  customs’  duties  had  increased  in  the  years 
1845  and  1846,  from  £33,787  to  £40,667. 
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LOUTH  COUNTY. 


Louth  barony,  watered  by  the  Fane,  consists  of  flat  and  rich  land;  its  towns  are  Louth,  Lurgangreen, 
Dromiskin,  Mullacrew,  and  Mansfieldstown,  the  first  named  had  in  it  one  of  those  seminaries  of  learning 
for  which  Ireland  was  once  so  celebrated.  Ardee  barony,  south  of  Louth,  comprises  the  towns  of  Ardee, 
formerly  Athirdee,  once  a place  of  much  importance,  and  now  a post-town,  and  the  seat  of  a poor  law  union ; 
Castlebellingliam,  a very  neat  post-town  famous  for  its  ale,  Drumcar  and  Annagassan.  Ferrard,  the 
most  southern  barony,  has  in  it  the  post-towns  of  Dunleer,  through  which  the  great  northern  road  passes, 
Collon,  Tennonfeckan,  and  Clogher  Head,  which  is  also  a fishery  port.  Drogheda  barony  consists  of 
parts  of  the  two  parishes  of  Ballymakenny  and  St.  Peter,  which  had  previously  formed  part  of  the  county 
of  the  town  of  Drogheda.  The  portion  of  Drogheda  town  to  the  north  of  the  Boyne  forms  a ..eparate 
jurisdiction,  wholly  unconnected  with  the  county.  It  was  once  a place  of  great  importance,  ranking  with 
the  royal  cities  of  Dublin,  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Cork.  Parliaments  were  held  in  it;  among  the  most 
remarkable  of  them  were  that  in  which  the  whole  family  of  the  Geraldines  was  attainted,  and  the  Earl  of 
Desmond  condemned  for  treason,  and  beheaded;  another,  empowering  the  town  to  establish  a university,  with 
privileges  equal  to  those  of  Oxford ; and  another  in  which  the  statute  called  Poyning’s  Act,  that  obliged 
all  acts  of  the  Irish  parliament  to  be  previously  approved  of  by  the  king  and  council  in  England,  was  passed 
Edward  IY.  allowed  the  mayor  a sword  of  state,  to  be  carried  before  him,  as  a reward  for  having  defeated  the 
O’Reillys,  at  Malpas-bridge.  In  1 641,  Sir  Henry  Tichbourne  defended  the  place  successfully  against  the  northern 
Irish  army,  commanded  by  Sir  Phelim  O’Neil.  In  1649  the  town  was  stormed  by  Cromwell,  who  massacred  all 
the  inhabitants;  thirty  only  having  escaped,  who  were  transported  to  Barbadoes.  After  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne  the  town  surrendered  to  King  William  without  opposition.  It  was  long  the  residence  of  the  arch- 
bishops of  Armagh.  The  corporation,  styled  “ The  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Burgesses,  and  Commons  of  the  county  of 
the  town  of  Drogheda,”  consists  of  the  mayor  and  five  other  aldermen  and  eighteen  town-councillors,  elected 
by  the  three  wards  of  Lawrencegate,  Westgate,  and  Fairgate.  The  principal  public  buildings  are  three 
Protestant  churches,  two  Roman  Catholic  chapels,  one  of  which  is  considered  to  be  the  cathedral  of  the 
archdiocese  of  Armagh,  Presbyterian  and  Methodist  meeting-houses,  the  mansion-house,  tholsel,  town  prison, 
market-house,  custom-house,  corn  market,  barracks,  and  the  union  workhouse.  The  town  is  a place  of 
great  trade.  Its  principal  exports  are  grain,  flour,  and  cattle,  chiefly  to  Liverpool  by  steam.  In  1845  the 
customs’  duties  amounted  to  £11,175;  in  1846,  to  £16,793,  being  an  increase  of  £5,618.  The  linen  trade  is 
also  extensive  and  increasing.  A railway,  opened  in  1845,  connects  it  with  Dublin.  Quarter  Sessions  are 
held  in  Dundalk,  Drogheda,  and  Ardee.  The  towns  of  Drogheda,  Dundalk,  Carlingford,  Ardee,  and  Dunleer, 
sent  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  parliament.  Four  are  sent  to  the  imperial  parliament ; two  for  the 
county  at  large,  and  one  each  from  Drogheda  and  Dundalk. 

The  county  abounds  with  antiquarian  relics,  some  of  very  old  date.  The  principal  are,  the  round  towers  at 
Monasterboice  and  Dromiskin;  a Druidical  temple  at  Ballynahatna,  near  Dundalk,  surrounded  by  a rampart, 
outside  of  which  is  a circle  of  upright  stones,  and  near  it  a circular  fort  with  a double  rampart  and  ditch ; an 
artificial  cave  at  Balrighan,  also  near  Dundalk ; an  extraordinary  fort  at  Killin  Hill,  named  Fagha-na-ain-eighe, 
or,  the  one  night’s  work;  Mellifont  Abbey,  the  ruins  of  which  still  attest  its  original  magnificence;  and 
Monasterboice  Abbey,  where  is  a highly-ornamented  stone  cross,  said  to  be  the  oldest  in  Ireland.  At  Oldbridge- 
town  an  obelisk  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Boyne  marks  the  ford  over  which  King  William’s  army  crossed 
on  the  day  of  the  memorable  battle  there.  A small  eminence  at  Faughart,  near  Dundalk,  called  Fort  Iiill,  and 
topped  by  a Danish  rath,  is  supposed  to  be  the  spot  where  the  Scotch  army  of  Edward  Bruce  met  with  its  final 
overthrow  from  the  British  forces,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Bermingham.  At  the  close  of  a sanguinary  con- 
test, which  ended  in  the  total  annihilation  of  the  invading  army,  the  bodies  of  the  Scotch  commander,  and  his 
conqueror,  an  English  knight  of  the  name  of  Maupas,  were  found  stretched  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  latter  on 
the  top  of  the  former. 

The  county  gave  the  title  of  Earl  to  Sir  John  Bermingham,  for  having  defeated  Edward  Bruce.  The  title 
is  now  extinct.  That  of  Baron  of  Louth  was  afterwards  bestowed  on  Sir  Oliver  Plunkett,  in  whose  family  it 
continues.  Dundalk  gave  the  family  of  George  the  title  of  Baron,  which  is  now  extinct.  The  family  of  Moore 
enjoys  the  titles  of  Marquess  and  Earl  of  Drogheda. 
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DUBLIN  COUNT 

DriiLiy,  a maritime  county  on  the  eastern  : ide  of  the  province  of  L< 

Irish  Sea,  S.  by  Wicklow,  and  W.  by  KiMare  and  Meath.  It  measure  thi 
length,  with  a varying  breadth  of  from  se\  n to  twenty  miles  from  E.  to  A 
square  miles,  or  226,414  acres,  of  which  96,063  are  cultivated  land  : 19,312  e 
plantations;  and  1,820  in  towns,  exclusive  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  inc* 
in  1841  amounted  to  147,047,  being  at  tb  rate  of  1 person  to  every  1 


of  the  cultivated  land;  or  of  1 family  of  6 persons  to  every  9^  acres  of  surface 

The  sea-coast,  which  extends  along  sixty  miles,  is  indented  by  several  creeks  or  inlets, 
and  fishing  vessels  ; but  the  only  bays  of  any  extent  are  those  of  Dublin,  whose  harbour  admit 
tonnage,  and  Killiney,  which  affords  no  sh<  iter  for  shipping.  Near  the  coast,  at  its  northern 
of  islets  named  St.  Patrick’s,  Shenix,  Colt  and  lied  Island,  the  last  ol’ which  has  been  connected  with  th 
by  a dyke  which  with  its  small  pier  forms  a commodious  harbour;  proceeding  southwards,  we  meet  in 
the  islands  of  Lambay,  Ireland’s  Ey-  or  lnnis  M‘Nessan’s,  a picturesque,  but  uninhabited  pile  of  rocks 
Howtli,  having  on  it  the  remains  of  a round  tower,  and  Dalkey  or  St.  Benct’s  Island,  between  Dublin  and  Ki 
bays.  Large  artificial  harbours  have  been  constructed  at  Kingstow  n and  Howtli : the  former,  enclosing  a) 
of  251  acres,  is  the  chief  packet-station  between  Dublin  and  England  ; the  latter,  of  fifty-two  acres,  is  little 
by  shipping,  being  chiefly  a safety  harbour  for  fishing  vessels.  There  are  light-houses  at  Balbriggan,  the 
Bailey  of  Howtli  and  Poolbeg,  besides  smaller  lights  at  Howtli  and  Kingstowm  harbours,  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Liffey.  A floating  light  is  fixed  to  the  south  of  Dublin  bay,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Kish  bank. 

By  much  the  greater  part  of  the  county  presents  a level  surface,  varied  by  numerous  elevations  of  no  great 
height ; but  in  its  southern  portion  it  rises  into  a mountainous  ridge,  forming  the  boundary  between  it  and 
Wicklow.  The  highest  points  of  the  range  are  Kippure,  2,473  feet,  and  Seechon,  2,150  feet  above  sea- 
level.  From  the  summit  of  the  Three  Rock  mountain  the  spectator  commands  a magnificent  view  of  Dublin 
bay,  deemed  one  of  the  first  in  Europe  for  scenic  beauty — having  the  whole  of  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Dublin  spread  along  its  western  horizon  ; the  picturesque  promontory  of  Howtli  boldly  rising  out  of  the  Irish 
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sea,  to  the  north;  with  the  equally  picturesque  islands  of  Lambay 
interrupting  the  monotony  of  the  ocean-level  on  the  north  and  east, 
yet  beautiful  valleys  or  passes  of  Ballynascorney,  Glencullen,  Glen-nn-smole  or  the  Thrushes’  valley,  and  the 
Scalp,  a natural  fissure  of  the  rocks,  forming  am  opening  to  the  romantic  village  of  Enni skerry,  in  Wicklow. 

The  soil  in  the  northern  aud  western  districts  is  rich,  and  capable  of  producing  crops  of  first-rate  character ; 
to  the  south  it  is  less  fertile,  being  much  indebted  for  its  high  state  of  improvement  to  manures  from  the 
metropolis.  The  substratum  is  generally  a cold,  retentive  clay,  requiring  much  draining.  The  mountain 
district  to  the  south  of  the  city  forms  the  commencement  of  the  great  granite  field,  which  comprehends 
nearly  the  whole  of  Wicklow,  and  part  of  Carlow.  This  rock  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of 

black  mica,  and  pearly  white  felspar ; it  is  very  durable,  and  therefore  much  used  in  the  metropolis  ;ir 
elsewhere  for  architectural  purposes  and  for  flagging.  The  western  district  is  chiefly  clay-slate,  as  ’ 
the  extreme  north.  The  remainder  of  this  last-named  portion  of  the  county  belongs  to  the  great  ce 
limestone  field  of  Ireland.  Quartz  rock  forms  the  main  part  of  the  Hill  of  Howth,  where  it  e 
specimen  of  contorted  strata,  presenting  in  many  parts  a variety  of  hues,  from  red  to  purple,  whic 
contortions  more  striking.  Calp  or  black  quarry  stone  is  raised  at  Rathgar  and  Crumlin. 

Agriculture  is  well  understood,  and  skilful! v practised,  chiefly  in  the  northern  and  western  pr 
south  of  the  Liffey,  and  within  a few  miles  from  its  northern  bank,  the  land  is  mostly  occup:  1 
gardens,  nurseries,  and  pasturages.  Dairy  farms  for*  the  supply  of  the  metropolis  are  numerous, 
marshes  along  the  coast  northward  from  Howth,  afford  excellent  feeding  ground  for  horses.  Horticulture  i 
extensive  and  fashionable  source  of  rural  employment.  The  total  of  land  covered  with  trees 
11,700  acres,  of  which  5,520  are  in  large  plantations,  and  6,180  in  detached  trees.  The 
productive  as  might  be  expected  from  the  long  line  of  coast,  whence  a continuous 
and  shell  fish  is  procurable.  The  principal  fishing  stations  are  at  Malahide,  Rusl 
Howth,  to  the  north  of  Dublin  bay;  and  Bullock,  Dalkey,  aud  Killiney,  to  the  south. 

The  only  river  of  importance  is  the  Liffey.  It  rises  in  Sally  Gap  in  Wicklow. 

Bally more-Eustace,  where  it  forms  the  fine  waterfall  of  Polaphuca,  much  visited  by 

with  a tranquil  current  through  the  laiter  county  till  it  enters  that  of  Dublin,  at  the  unon  i>eap  lieu  -jeixup, 
another  fall,  equally  picturesque,  though  not  so  elevated.  Pursuing  a winding  tour  mencc  along  *.n  dulating 
and  richly-planted  valley,  and  passing  through  the  middle  of  Dublin,  it  dis<  nan  itself  into  th'  w iern  extre- 
mity of  the  bay.  It  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  300  tons  to  the  Custom-bo^  e of  Dublin,  n*  dience  to 
western  extremity  of  the  city  for  barges.  The  Dodder,  with  its  tributary  me  Cruagh  r,  both  of 
have  their  sources  in  the  southern  mountain  range,  is  remarkable  chiefly  or  the  nin 
motion.  North  of  Dublin  is  the  Tolka,  a email  stream.  The  Delvan  and  Bray  ri-  nets  fc 
boundaries  to  the  north  and  south. 
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Dublin,  a maritime  county  on  the  eastern  Fide  of  the  province  of  Leinster,  is  l mdcd  T.  by  Meath,  E.  by  the 
Irish  Sea,  S.  by  Wicklow,  and  W.  by  Ki Mare  and  Meath.  It  measures  thirty  three  miles  in  its  greatest 
length,  with  a varying  breadth  of  from  seven  to  twenty  miles  from  E.  to  W.,  and  oompri.-.  an  area  of  354 
square  miles,  or  226,414  acres,  of  which  196,063  are  cultivated  land;  19,312  umvitivaU  1 ; 5,~19  unders 
plantations;  and  1,820  in  towns,  exclusive  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  includes  3,700  ac.  < ibie  p^ulation 
in  1841  amounted  to  147,047,  being  at  the  rate  of  1 person  to  every  1J  acre  of  the  entire  surface,  or  i]  aero 
of  the  cultivated  land;  or  of  1 family  of  6 persons  to  every  9^  acres  of  surface,  or  Sf  acn  of  cultivated  land. 

The  sea-coast,  which  extends  along  sixty  miles,  is  indented  by  several  creeks  or  inlets,  aumitting  -mail  craft 
and  fishing  vessels  ; but  the  only  bays  of  any  extent  are  those  of  Dublin,  whose  harbour  admits  ssete  p large 
tonnage,  and  Killiney,  which  affords  no  shelter  for  shipping.  Near  the  coast,  at  its  northern  part,  the  g >up 
of  islets  named  St.  Patrick’s,  Shenix,  Colt  and  Red  Island,  the  last  of  which  has  been  connected  with  the  . ainhu.  I 
by  a dyke  which  with  its  small  pier-forms  a commodious  harbour;  proceeding  southwards,  we  meet  in  suc\  sion 
the  islands  of  Lambay,  Ireland’s  Eye  or  Innis  M‘Nessan’s,  a picturesque,  but  uninhabited  pile  of  rocks  nor.h  of 
Howtli,  having  on  it  the  remains  of  a round  tower,  and  Dalkey  or  St.  Benet’s  Island,  between  Dublin  and  Killin  ->y 
bays.  Large  artificial  harbours  have  been  constructed  at  Kingstown  and  Howtli : the  former,  enclosing  an  area 
of  251  acres,  is  the  chief  packet-station  between  Dublin  and  England ; the  latter,  of  fifty-two  acres,  is  little  used 
by  shipping,  being  chiefly  a safety  harbour  for  fishing  vessels.  There  are  light-houses  at  Balbriggan,  the 
Bailey  of  Howth  and  Poolbeg,  besides  smaller  lights'  at  Howth  and  Kingstown  harbours,  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Liffey.  A floating  light  is  fixed  to  the  south  of  Dublin  bay,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Kish  bank. 

By  much  the  greater  part  of  the  county  presents  a level  surface,  varied  by  numerous  elevations  of  no  great 
height ; but  in  its  southern  portion  it  rises  into  a mountainous  ridge,  forming  the  boundary  between  it  and 
Wicklow.  The  highest  points  of  the  range  are  Kippure,  2,473  feet,  and  Seechon,  2,150  feet  above  sea- 
level.  From  the  summit  of  the  Three  Rock  mountain  the  spectator  commands  a magnificent  view  of  Dublin 
bay,  deemed  one  of  the  first  in  Europe  for  scenic  beauty — having  the  whole  of  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Dublin  spread  along  its  western  horizon  ; the  picturesque  promontory  of  Howth  boldly  rising  out  of  the  Irish 
sea,  to  the  north;  with  the  equally  picturesque  islands  of  Lambay  and  Ireland’s  Eye  in  the  background, 
interrupting  the  monotony  of  the  ocean-level  on  the  north  and  east.  The  mountain  ravines  present  the  wild 
yet  beautiful  valleys  or  passes  of  Ballynascorney,  Glencullen,  Glen-na-smole  or  the  Thrushes’  valley,  and  the 
Scalp,  a natural  fissure  of  the  rocks,  forming  an!  opening  to  the  romantic  village  of'Enniskcrry,  in  Wicklow. 

The  soil  in  the  northern  and  western  districts  is  rich,  and  capable  of  producing  crops  of  first-rate  character ; 
to  the  south  it  is  less  fertile,  being  much  indebted  for  its  high  state  of  improvement  to  manures  from  the 
metropolis.  The  substratum  is  generally  a cold,  retentive  clay,  requiring  much  draining.  The  mountain 
district  to  the  south  of  the  city  forms  the  commencement  of  the  great  granite  field,  which  comprehends 
nearly  the  whole  of  Wicklow,  and  part  of  Carlow.  This  rock  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
black  mica,  and  pearly  white  felspar ; it  is  very  durable,  and  therefore  much  used  in  the  metropolis  and  * 
elsewhere  for  architectural  purposes  and  for  flagging.  The  western  district  is  chiefly  clay-slate,  as  is  most  of 
the  extreme  north.  The  remainder  of  this  last-named  portion  of  the  county  belongs  to  the  great- central  floetz 
limestone  field  of  Ireland.  Quartz  rock  forms  the  main  part  of  the  Hill  of  Howth,  where  it  exhibr  a fine 
specimen  of  contorted  strata,  presenting  in  many  parts  a variety  of  hues,  from  red  to  purple,  which  1 ikes  the 
contortions  more  striking.  Calp  or  black  quarry  stone  is  raised  at  Rathgar  and  Crumlin. 

Agriculture  is  well  understood,  and  skilfully  practised,  chiefly  in  the  northern  and  western  parts.  To  the 
south  of  the  Liffey,  and  within  a few  miles  from  its  northern  bank,  the  land  is  mostly  occupied  by  villas 
gardens,  nurseries,  and  pasturages.  Dairy  farms  for  the  supply  of  the  metropolis  are  numerous.  The  sab 
marshes  along  the  coast  northward  from  Howth,  afford  excellent  feeding  ground  for  horses.  Horticulture  is  a 
extensive  and  fashionable  source  of  rural  employment.  The  total  of  land  covered  with  trees  is  estimated  , 
11,700  acres,  of  which  5,520  are  in  large  plantations,  and  6,180  in  detached  trees.  The  fisheries  are  not  o 
productive  as  might  be  expected  from  the  long  line  of  coast,  whence  a continuous  suppl  of  flat,  ro  .d, 
and  shell  fish  is  procurable.  The  principal  fishing  stations  are  at  Malaliide,  Rush,  Skerr-ra  Baldoyle  and 
Howth,  to  the  north  of  Dublin  bay ; and  Bullock,  Dalkey,  and  Killiney,  to  the  south. 

The  only  river  of  importance  is  the  Liffey.  It  rises  in  Sally  Gap  in  Wicklow,  and  enters  Kildar  near 
Ballymore-Eustace,  where  it  forms  the  fine  waterfall  of  Polaphuca,  much  visited  by  t lists.  Thence  ^ flows 
with  a tranquil  current  through  the  latter  county  till  it  enters  that  of  Dublin,  at  the  Salmon  Leap.  neaT  xjeixlip, 
another  fall,  equally  picturesque,  though  not  so  elevated.  Pursuing  a winding  cour1  ihence  along  an  v idulating 
and  richly-planted  valley,  and  passing  through  the  middle  of  Dublin,  it  discharg  s itself  into  the  w otern  extre- 
mity of  the  bay.  It  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  300  tons  to  the  Custom-hoi  e of  Dublin,  ami  thence  to  the 
western  extremity  of  the  city  for  barges.  The  Dodder,  with  its  tributary  die  Cruagh  r or,  both  of  which 
have  their  sources  in  the  southern  mountain  range,  is  remarkable  chiefly  for  the  num1  or  of  mills  it  sets  ’ . 
motion.  North  of  Dublin  is  the  Tolka,  a email  stream.  The  Delvan  and  Bray  rr  iiets  form  the' cr  yy 
boundaries  to  the  north  and  south. 
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DUBLIN  COUNTY. 

Dublin,  a maritime  county  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  province  of  Leinster,  is  bounded  N.  by  Meath,  E.  by  the 
Irish  Sea,  S.  by  Wicklow,  and  W.  by  Kildare  and  Meath.  It  measures  thirty-three  miles  in  its  greatest 
length,  with  a varying  breadth  of  from  seven  to  twenty  miles  from  E.  to  W.,  and  comprises  an  area  of  354 
square  miles,  or  226,414  acres,  of  which  196,063  are  cultivated  land;  19,312  uncultivated;  5,519  unders 
plantations;  and  1,820  in  towns,  exclusive  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  includes  3,700  acres.  The  population 
in  1841  amounted  to  147,047,  being  at  the  rate  of  1 person  to  every  1J  acre  of  the  entire  surface,  or  If  acre 
of  the  cultivated  land;  or  of  1 family  of  6 persons  to  every  9^  acres  of  surface,  or  8f-  acres  of  cultivated  land. 

The  sea-coast,  which  extends  along  sixty  miles,  is  indented  by  several  creeks  or  inlets,  admitting  small  craft 
and  fishing  vessels  ; but  the  only  bays  of  any  extent  are  those  of  Dublin,  whose  harbour  admits  vessels  of  large 
tonnage,  and  Killiney,  which  affords  no  shelter  for  shipping.  Near  the  coast,  at  its  northern  part,  is  the  group 
of  islets  named  St.  Patrick’s,  Shenix,  Colt  and  Red  Island,  the  last  of  which  has  been  connected  with  the  mainland 
by  a dyke  which  with  its  small  pier  forms  a commodious  harbour ; proceeding  southwards,  we  meet  in  succession 
the  islands  of  Lambay,  Ireland’s  Eye  or  Innis  M‘Nessan’s,  a picturesque,  but  uninhabited  pile  of  rocks  north  of 
Howtli,  having  on  it  the  remains  of  a round  tower,  and  Dalkey  or  St.  Benet’s  Island,  between  Dublin  and  Killiney 
bays.  Large  artificial  harbours  have  been  constructed  at  Kingstown  and  Howth  : the  former,  enclosing  an  area 
of  251  acres,  is  the  chief  packet-station  between  Dublin  and  England ; the  latter,  of  fifty-two  acres,  is  little  used 
by  shipping,  being  chiefly  a safety  harbour  for  fishing  vessels.  There  are  light-liouses  at  Balbriggan,  the 
Bailey  of  Howth  and  Poolbeg,  besides  smaller  lights  at  Howtli  and  Kingstown  harbours,  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Liffey.  A floating  light  is  fixed  to  the  south  of  Dublin  bay,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Kish  bank. 

By  much  the  greater  part  of  the  county  presents  a level  surface,  varied  by  numerous  elevations  of  no  great 
height ; but  in  its  southern  portion  it  rises  into  a mountainous  ridge,  forming  the  boundary  between  it  and 
Wicklow.  The  highest  points  of  the  range  are  Kippure,  2,473  feet,  and  Seechon,  2,150  feet  above  sea- 
level.  From  the  summit  of  the  Three  Rock  mountain  the  spectator  commands  a magnificent  view  of  Dublin 
bay,  deemed  one  of  the  first  in  Europe  for  scenic  beauty — having,  the  whole  of  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Dublin  spread  along  its  western  horizon  ; the  picturesque  promontory  of  Howth  boldly  rising  out  of  the  Irish 
sea,  to  the  north ; with  the  equally  picturesque  islands  of  Lambay  and  Ireland’s  Eye  in  the  background, 
interrupting  the  monotony  of  the  ocean-level  on  the  north  and  east.  The  mountain  ravines  present  the  wild 
yet  beautiful  valleys  or  passes  of  Ballynascorney,  Glencullen,  Glen-na-smole  or  the  Thrushes’  valley,  and  the 
Scalp,  a natural  fissure  of  the  rocks,  forming  an:  opening  to  the  romantic  village  of  Enniskerry,  in  Wicklow. 

The  soil  in  the  northern  and  western  districts  is  rich,  and  capable  of  producing  crops  of  first-rate  character; 
to  the  south  it  is  less  fertile,  being  much  indebted  for  its  high  state  of  improvement  to  manures  from  the 
metropolis.  The  substratum  is  generally  a ccrld,  retentive  clay,  requiring  much  draining.  The  mountain 
district  to  the  south  of  the  city  forms  the  commencement  of  the  great  granite  field,  which  comprehends 
nearly  the  whole  of  Wicklow,  and  part  of  Carlow.  This  rock  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
black  mica,  and  pearly  white  felspar ; it  is  very  durable,  and  therefore  much  used  in  the  metropolis  and 
elsewhere  for  architectural  purposes  and  for  flagging.  The  western  district  is  chiefly  clay-slate,  as  is  most  of 
the  extreme  north.  The  remainder  of  this  last-named  portion  of  the  county  belongs  to  the  great  central  floetz 
limestone  field  of  Ireland.  Quartz  rock  forms  the  main  part  of  the  Hill  of  Howth,  where  it  exhibits  a fine 
specimen  of  contorted  strata,  presenting  in  many  parts  a variety  of  hues,  from  red  to  purple,  which  makes  the 
contortions  more  striking.  Calp  or  black  quarry  stone  is  raised  at  Rathgar  and  Crumlin. 

Agriculture  is  well  understood,  and  skilfully  practised,  chiefly  in  the  northern  and  western  parts.  To  the 
south  of  the  Liffey,  and  within  a few  miles  from  its  northern  bank,  the  land  is  mostly  occupied  by  villas, 
gardens,  nurseries,  and  pasturages.  Dairy  farms  for  the  supply  of  the  metropolis  are  numerous.  The  salt 
marshes  along  the  coast  northward  from  Howth,  afford  excellent  feeding  ground  for  horses.  Horticulture  is  an 
extensive  and  fashionable  source  of  rural  employment.  The  total  of  land  covered  with  trees  is  estimated  at 
11,700  acres,  of  which  5,520  are  in  large  plantations,  and  6,180  in  detached  trees.  The  fisheries  are  not  so 
productive  as  might  be  expected  from  the  long  line  of  coast,  whence  a continuous  supply  of  flat,  round, 
and  shell  fish  is  procurable.  The  principal  fishing  stations  are  at  Malahide,  Rush,  Skerries,  Baldoyle,  and 
Howth,  to  the  north  of  Dublin  bay;  and  Bullock,  Dalkey,  and  Killiney,  to  the  south. 

The  only  river  of  importance  is  the  Liffey.  It  rises  in  Sally  Gap  in  Wicklow,  and  enters  Kildare  near 
Ballymore-Eustace,  where  it  forms  the  fine  waterfall  of  Polaphuca,  much  visited  by  tourists.  Thence  it  flows 
with  a tranquil  current  through  the  latter  county  till  it  enters  that  of  Dublin,  at  the  Salmon  Leap  near  Leixlip, 
another  fall,  equally  picturesque,  though  not  so  elevated.  Pursuing  a winding  course  thence  along  an  undulating 
and  richly-planted  valley,  and  passing  through  the  middle  of  Dublin,  it  discharges  itself  into  the  western  extre- 
mity of  the  bay.  It  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  300  tons  to  the  Custom-house  of  Dublin,  and  thence  to  the 
western  extremity  of  the  city  for  barges.  The  Dodder,  with  its  tributary  the  Cruagh  river,  both  of  which 
have  their  sources  in  the  southern  mountain  range,  is  remarkable  chiefly  for  the  number  of  mills  it  sets  in 
motion.  North  of  Dublin  is  the  Tolka,  a small  stream.  The  Delvan  and  Bray  rivulets  form  the'  county 
boundaries  to  the  north  and  south. 
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DUBLIN  COUNTY. 


This  county,  first  noticed  by  geographers  as  the  territory  of  the  Blani,  or  Eblani,  was  afterwards  held  by  the 
Danes,  during  whose  occupation  it  was  divided  into  Fingal,  or  the  country  of  the  White  Foreigners,  to  the 
north  of  the  Liffey ; and  Duv  Gall  or  Harold’s  country,  to  the  south.  On  the  expulsion  of  the  Danes  after  the 
battle  of  Clontarf,  and  the  subsequent  settlement  of  the  English,  it  assumed  its  present  name,  and  extended  over 
the  whole  of  Wicklow  county  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  in  1605.  Its  divisions,  till  latelv, 
were,  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin;  the  baronies  of  Balrothery,  Castleknock,  Coolock,  and  Nethercross,  north 
of  the  city  ; and  south,  those  of  Donore,  Newcastle,  St.  Sepulchre’s,  and  Uppercross.  By  an  Act  of  6 and  7 
William  IV.,  three  small  detached  portions  of  Uppercross,  between  Kildare  and  Wicklow,  from  Timolin  to 
Blessington,  were  transferred  to  those  counties ; and  by  an  Act  of  5 and  6 Victoria,  the  county  was  arranged 
according  to  the  following  divisions  : the  city  of  Dublin,  and  the  baronies  of  Balrothery  East,  Balrothery  West, 
Castleknock,  Coolock,  Nethercross,  Dublin,  Newcastle,  Kathdown,  and  Uppercross. 

The  city  and  port  of  Dublin  will  be  treated  of  in  a separate  article.  Balrothery  East  contains  the  post-town 
and  seaport  of  Balbriggan,  which  has  manufactures  of  cotton,  hosiery,  and  grain,  and  carries  on  a brisk  export 
trade  chiefly  in  grain  and  flour.  Its  trade  has  lately  been  much  improved  by  the  construction  of  an  artificial 
harbour.  William  III.  encamped  here  after  his  victory  at  the  Boyne.  The  union  workhouse  is  in  the  neighbour- 
ing village  of  Balrothery.  The  other  post-towns  are  Skerries,  Donabate,  and  Lusk,  where  there  is  a round 
tower  close  to  the  church — an  ancient  edifice,  containing  several  venerable  monuments.  Balrothery  West 
has  in  it  the  post-towns  of  Naul  and  Garristown.  Nethercross  barony,  that  of  Swords,  once  a place  of  note, 
with  an  ancient  castle  said  to  have  been  built  by  King  John,  and  a round  tower  in  good  preservation.  Castle- 
knock barony  contains  the  post-towns  of  Castleknock,  Chapelizod,  and  Finglass.  Coolock  barony  has  in  it  the 
post-towns  of  Malahide,  Cloghran,  Baldoyle,  Howth,  St.  Doolough’s,  Raheny,  Santry,  Drumcondra,  Clontarf, 
and  Glasnevin.  Howth  castle  is  the  residence  of  the  Earl  of  Howth,  the  representative  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
family,  one  of  the  earliest  English  settlers. 

The  lately-formed  barony  of  Dublin  consists  of  the  suppressed  baronies  of  Donore  and  St.  Sepulchre, 
and  a portion  of  the  city  without  the  municipal  boundary.  It  contains  the  villages  of  Ringsend,  Irishtown, 
Ball’s-bridge,  Donnybrook,  and  Clonskeagh,  situate  along  the  course  of  the  Dodder;  Sandymount,  and  the 
post-towns  of  Ranelagh  and  Rathmines ; Newcastle  East,  Newcastle  West,  those  of  Lucan,  frequented  by 
invalids  for  its  spa,  and  Rathcoole,  and  the  village  of  Newcastle.  Rathdown  barony  contains  the  post-towns 
of  Kingstown,  with  its  splendid  safety  harbour  and  obelisk  erected  to  mark  the  spot  whence  George  IV. 
took  his  final  leave  of  his  Irish  subjects;  Booterstown,  Blackrock,  Monkstown,  Glasthule,  Dalkey,  Killiney, 
Dundrum,  Cabinteely,  Stillorgan,  Ratlifarnham,  Roundtown,  and  Dundrum.  Uppercross  has  in  it  the  post- 
towns  of  Templeogue  and  Tallaglit,  the  latter  until  lately,  the  country  residence  of  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin; 
and  the  village  of  Clondalkin,  where  there  is  a round  tower  110  feet  high,  kept  in  a state  of  perfect  repair. 
Quarter  sessions  are  held  in  Kilmainham,  and  likewise  in  Swords  and  Balbriggan.  The  towns  of  Swords 
and  Newcastle  sent  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  parliament.  The  representation  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, exclusive  of  Dublin  city,  is  restricted  to  the  two  county  members. 

The  trade  and  commerce  of  the  county  are,  with  the  exception  of  what  is  carried  on  at  Balbriggan,  absorbed 
by  the  metropolis.  The  Grand  and  Royal  Canals  take  a western  course  from  the  city.  The  bank  of 
the  latter  forms  the  line  of  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railroad,  now  open  for  traffic  to  Enfield,  in  Meath. 
The  other  railroads  are,  that  to  Kingstown,  with  a continuation  on  the  atmospheric  principle  to  Dalkey; 
that  to  Drogheda  along  the  sea-coast,  and  intended  ultimately  to  connect  Dublin  with  Belfast ; and  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western,  now  open  to  Roscrea,  with  a branch  to  Carlow. 

Besides  the  round  towers  already  noticed,  there  are  numerous  Danish  raths  and  cromleachs,  of  which  latter 
the  most  remarkable  is  that  of  Glendruid,  near  Cabinteely,  and  of  Larch-hill,  surrounded  by  a circle  of  upright 
stones ; there  are  others  at  Killiney,  Howth,  Montpelier  hill  near  Rathfarnham,  and  the  Little  Dargle.  The 
district  of  Fingal  gives  the  title  of  Earl  and  Baron  to  the  family  of  Plunkett. 
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48 
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29 
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This  uint  , Ust  noUced  by  geographers  as  the  territory  of  the  Blani,  or  Eblani,  was  afterwards  held  by  the 
Dane  ? during  vhos  occupation  it  was  divided  into  Fingal,  or  the  country  of  the  White  Foreigners,  to  the 
north  of  the  T ifFev,  and  Duv  Gall  or  Harold’s  country,  to  the  south.  On  the  expulsion  of  the  Danes  after  the 
hr  ale  or  Ob  atari)  and  the  subsequent  settlement  of  the  English,  it  assumed  its  present  name,  and  extended  over 
le  who*  of  Wicklow  county  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  in  1605.  Its  divisions,  till  lately, 


were,  We  c<  unty  of  the  city  of  Dublin ; the  baronies  of  Balrothery,  Castleknock,  Coolock,  and  Nethercross,  north 
o**  the  city  ; and  south,  those  of  Donore,  Newcastle,  St.  Sepulchre’s,  and  Uppercross.  — 


By  an  Act  of  6 and  7 

Willi;) 'a  I Y.,  three  small  detached  portions  of  Uppercross,  between  Kildare  and  Wicklow,  from  Tiinolin  to 
Bles  ington,  were  transferred  to  those  counties ; and  by  an  Act  of  5 and  6 Victoria,  the  county  was  arranged 
according  to  the  following  divisions  r the  city  of  Dublin,  aud  the  baronies  of  Balrothery  East,  Balrothery  West, 
Castleknock,  Coolock,  Nethercross,  Dublin,  Newcastle,  Rathdown,  and  Uppercross. 

The  city  and  port  of  Dublin  will  be  treated  of  in  a separate  article.  Balrothery  East  contains  the  post-town 
and  seaport  of  Balbriggan,  which  has  manufactures  of  cotton,  hosiery,  and  grain,  and  carries  on  a brisk  export 
trade  chiefly  in  grain  and  flour.  Its  trade  has  lately  been  much  improved  by  the  construction  of  an  artificial 
harbour.  William  1 II.  encamped  here  after  his  victory  at  the  Boyne.  The  union  workhouse  is  in  the  neighbour- 
ing village  of  Balrothery.  The  other  post-towns  are  Skerries,  Donabate,  and  Lusk,  where  there  is  a round 
tower  close  to  the  church — an  ancient  edifice,  containing  several  venerable  monuments.  Balrothery  West 
has  in  it  the  post-towns  of  Naul  ; nd  Garristown.  Nethercross.  barony,  that  of  Swords,  once  a place  of  note, 
with  an  ancient  castle  said  to  h ve  been  built  by  King  John,  and  a round  tower  in  good  preservation.  Castle- 
knock barony  contains  the  post  towns  of  Castleknock,  Chapelizod,  and  Finglass.  Coolock  barony  has  in  it  the 
post-towns  of  Malahide,  Cloghran,  Baldoyle,  Howth,  St.  Doolough’s,  Raheny,  Santry,  Drumcondra,  ClonWf, 
and  Glasnevin.  Howth  cas  ie  is  the  residence  of  the  Earl  of  Howth,  the  representative  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
family,  one  of  the  earliest  English  settlers. 

The  lately-formed  barony  of  Dublin  consists  of  the  suppressed  baronies  of  Donore  and  St.  Sepulchre, 
and  a portion  of  the  city  without  the  municipal  boundary.  It  contains  the  villages  of  Rintrsend,  Irishtown, 
Ball’s-bridge,  D^nnybrooh,  and  Clonskeagh,  situate  along  the  course  of  the  Dodder;  Sandymount,  and  the 
post-towns  of  Ranelagh  and  Rathmines;  Newcastle  East,  Newcastle  West,  those  of  Lucan,  frequented  by 
invalids  for  its  spa,  and  Rathcoole,  and  the  village  of  Newcastle.  Rathdown-  barony  contains  the  post-towns 
of  Kingstown,  with  its  splendid  safety  harbour  and  obelisk  erected  to  mark  the  spot  whence  George  IY. 
took  his  final  leave  of  his  Irish  subjects;  Booterstown,  Blackrock,  Monkstown,  Glasthule,  Dalkey,  Killiney, 
Dundrum.  Cabiuteely,  Stillorgan,  Rathfarnham,  Roundtown,  and  Dundrum.  Uppercross  has  in  it  the  post- 
towns  of  Templeogue  and  Tallaght,  the  latter  until  lately,  the  country  residence  of  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin; 
and  the  village  of  Clondalkin,  where  there  is  a round  tower  110  feet  high,  kept  in  a state  of  j>erfect  repair. 
Quarter  sessions  are  held  in  Kilmainham,  and  likewise  in  Swords  and  Balbriggan.  The  towns  of  Swords 
and  Newcastle  sent  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  parliament.  The  representation  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 


ment, exclusive  of  Dublin  city,  is  restricted  to  the  two  county  members. 

The  tra  1 nd  commerce  o£  the  county  are,  with  the  exception  of  what  is  carried  on  at  Balbriggan,  absorbed 


by  the  me;  lis.  The  Grand  and  Royal  Canals  take  a western  course  from  the  city.  The  bank  of 
the  latter  for; i : - the  line  of  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railroad,  now  open  for  traffic  to  Enfield,  in  Meath. 
The  other  rail,  :ul>  arc,  that  to  Kingstown,  with  a continuation  on  the  atmospheric  principle  to  Dalkey; 
that  to  Droghe.l  along  the  sea-coast,  and  intended  ultimately  to  connect  Dublin  with  Belfast ; and  the  Great 
Southern  and  W <.  m,  now  open  to  Roscrca,  with  a branch  to  Carlow. 

Besides  the  roun  -owers  already  noticed,  there  are  numerous  Danish  rathe  and  cromleachs,  of  which  latter 
the  most  remarkable  hat  of  Glendruid,  near  Cabinteely,  and  of  Larch-hill,  surrounded  by  a circle  of  upright 
stones;  there  are  otbert  t Killiney,  Howth,  Montpelier  hill  near  Rathfarnham,  and  the  Little  Dargle.  The 
district  of  Fingal  give  - e title  of  Earl  and  Baron  to  the  family  of  Plunkett. 
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MEATH  COUNTY. 
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of  Lciuster  province,  is  bounded,  N. 
and  Dublin;  S.  by  Kildare,  Dublin,  an. 


Meath,  a maritime  county  in  the 
aghan,  aiul  Louth ; E.  by  the  Irish 

Westmeath.  Its  greatest  lengtii  from  north  to  south  is  thirty-seven  mil 
east  to  west,  forty-eight;  comprising  an  area  of  906  square  miles,  or  579,899  l 
16,033  uncultivated,  12,767  under  plantations,  464  in  towns,  and  3,244 
population,  in  1841,  of  183,828  persons,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  inhabitant 
surface,  or  every  three  acres  of  arable  land ; or  one  family  of  six  persons  eac 


face,  or  every  eighteen  acres  of  cultiv 
By  much  the  greater  part  of  the 


increase  in  number  and  height  towards  tl 


d land, 
unty  is  a plain,  with 


i.  nerons  low  undula 

north  and  north-wet  the  summit  of  Slieve-n. 

between  Oldcastle  and  Crossakeel,  being  904  feet  above  sea-1  eve /.  The  sea  -coast,  six  miles 
the  mouth  of  the  Boyne  and  the  north  of  Dublin  is  a shelvin  sand  with  little  depth 
opening  for  vessels  of  any  burden  ; the  beach  for  some  distance  inland  :s  a sandy  soil,  only  tit  foi 
but  the  prevailing  character  of  all  the  inland  tracts  is  a rich  loam,  so  <1  op  that  the  farmer  has  but 
ploughshare  somewhat  lower  in  order  to  turn  up  fresh  mould  to  blend  with  that  already  worn  oiit. 
on  the  hills  is  a dry  gravelly  clay,  well  adapted  for  sheep,  while  the  low  land  is  equally  yali 
feeding  black  cattle. 

The  county  forms  part  of  the  great  central  field  of  floetz  limestone,  that  mineral  being  its  general  s .d  - 
except  in  the  west,  where  it  varies  into  clay-slate.  The  limestone  at  Ardbraccan  is  of  a fine  white  grai 
used  for  architectural  purposes,  and  for  tombstones.  Coal  is  said  to  exist  near  Slane,  but  all  endeavours  to 
it  for  useful  purposes  have  hitherto  failed.  Copper  has  been  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Boyne;  petri  otions 
and  crystals  in  the  bed  of  the  Nanny  water.  Numerous  fossil  remains  of  the  moose  deer  wore  dug  om 
bog  near  Kells,  which  had  been  embedded  in^a  circular  enclosure  supposed  to  have  been  used  for  entry  >pin 
these  animals.  Three  deer’s  heads,  with  uncommonly  large  horns,  were  also  found  near  Dardistown,  in 
Upper  Duleek.  Mineral  springs  at  Nobber  and  Kilcrew  have  been  found  serviceable  in  cutaneous  disorders. 
Chalybeates  at  Summerhill  and  Knock,  formerly  much  esteemed,  have  latterly  declined  in  character.  A rine 
spring  at  Castlckieran,  dedicated  to  Saint  Kieran,  is  much  frequented  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August  for  its 
imputed  medicinal  virtues  in  various  diseases. 

| The  principal  river  is  the  Boyne,  which  rises  in  the  bog  of  Allen  in  the  county  Kildare ; enters  Meath  at  Clonard  ; 
passes  by  Trim,  Navan,  and  Slane;  and  discharges  itself  into  the  Irish  Sea  at  Drogl  la,  to  which  town  it  is 
navigable  for  shipping,  and  thence  for  barges  to  Navan,  nineteen  miles  further,  partly  by  canal  and  partly  in 
the  bed  of  the  river.  Its  tributaries  are  the  Blackwater,  which  rises  in  Lough  Uamor  in  the  county  Cavan,  and 
joins  the  Boyne  at  Navan;  other  lesser  tributaries  are  those  of  Athboy,  Knight’s -brook,  Kilmessan,  Mattock, 
Yellow  river,  Stonyford,  Moynalty,  and  Deel.  The  Nanny  water  flows  from  NY  .a  through  the  romantic  n | 
of  Diamond  Rock  to  the  Irish  Sea.  The  small  stream  of  the  Delvan  is  the  coi  ty  boundary  to  the  south.  te  d 
part  of  Lough  Sheelin  in  which  is  Church  island,  with  its  monastic  ruins,  is  in  tue  north-western  extremity  the  ■ 
county.  A line  of  small  lakes  ranges  along  its  western  border,  and  several  others  are  to  be  met  with  i1 

The  custom  prevalent,  especially  on  small  farms,  of  raising  gram  crops  successively  till  the  land  is  tk  *ughly 
exhausted,  is  partly  attributable  to  the  great  richness  of  the  soil,  but  extensive  proprietor.-,  perfectly 
understand  and  practise  the  rotation  system,  so  as  to  keep  the  land  constantly  in  heart.  I loughing  is 
more  commonly  practised  with  four  horses  than  with  two.  Much  attention  is  paid  to  tho  brec  . _ of  black 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs.  The  depth  and  richness  of  the  soil  cause  it  to  throw  up  a sward  of  nourish!  verdure 
unequalled  in  other  parts;  hence  grazing  is  generally  followed.  The  dry  gravelly  soils  spontam  on-’ v produ< 
a luxuriant  herbage  of  white  clover,  as  do  also  the  clayey  bottoms  when  drained  and  man.  ed  wit;-  limeston 
The  total  number  of  farms  from  one  acre  upwards  was.  13.-  01,  of  which  5,339  were  from  one  to  five  acres,  ai 
2,554  above  fifty  acres;  of  the  plantation  land,  upwards  of  1,000  a.  res  were  under  orchards.  ' - jj 

The  general  flatness  of  the  country  forbids  the  expectation  of  many  features  of  scenic  beauty  The  Boy 
in  the  southern  part  of  its  course,  is  a sluggish  stream  sk  ted  by  morasses  ; but,  as  it  proof  norths 
leads  to  numerous  prospects  of  great  rural  splendour.  Th  variations  of  surface,  clothed  w‘  A iuxuriai 
and  studded  with  villas,  castles, and  monastic  structures,  afford  continued  sources  of  admi  .ion  to  the 
and  tourist. 

The  tribe  of  the  Eblani,  who  inhabited  the  counties  of  Dublin  and  Kildare  hen  Ireland  was  fir 
spread  itself  over  Meath  also.  This  district,  together  with  the  adjoining  comities  ot  Westmeath,  L 
parts  of  the  King’s,  Cavan,  and  Kildare,  formed  one  of  the  five  kingdoms  into  which  the  islai 
before  the  arrival  of  the  English ; the  royal  residence  being  on  the  hill  of  Tara.  The  k 
named  Midhe,  was  divided  into  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  Oireamhoi  i and 
a Danish  chieftain,  having  conquered  the  country,  made  this  region  the  seat  of  his 
and  slain  by  Melaghlin,  its  native  king,  afterwards  monarch  of  Ireland.  Henry  11 
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MEATH  COUNTY. 

Meath,  a maritime  county  in  the  east  of  Leinster  province,  is  bounded,  N.  by  the  coun, 
aghan,  and  Louth;  E.  by  the  Irish  Sea  and  Dublin;  S.  by  Kildare,  Dublin,  and  Kin.  ■ ci 
Westmeath.  Its  greatest  length  from  north  to  south  is  thirty-seven  miles;  i 
east  to  west,  forty-eight;  comprising  an  area  of  906  square  miles,  or  579,899  acres,  of  whit  ■ 

16,033  uncultivated,  12,767  under  plantations,  464  in  towns,  and  3,244  under  water;  . M 

population,  in  1841,  of  183,828  persons,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  inhabitant  for  every  3 
surface,  or  every  three  acres  of  arable  land;  or  one  family  of  six  persons  each  for  every  nmeteei 
face,  or  every  eighteen  acres  of  cultivated  land. 

By  much  the  greater  part  of  the  county  is  a plain,  with  numerous  low  undulating  hills  mtersp 
increase  in  number  and  height  towards  the  north  and  north-wes'  ; the  summit  of  Slieve-tu  ca  hagh, 
between  Oldcastle  and  Crossakeel,  being  904  feet  above  sea-levei.  The  sea-coast,  six  miles  i.  length, 
the  mouth  of  the  Boyne  and  the  north  of  Dublin  is  a shelving  sand  with  little  depth  ot  ^ter, 
opening  for  vessels  of  any  burden  ; the  beach  for  some  distance  inland  is  a sandy  soil,  only  fit  for  rat  t w: 
but  the  prevailing  character  of  all  the  inland  tracts  is  a rich  loam,  so  deep  that  the  farmer  has  but  , sinl 
ploughshare  somewhat  lower  in  order  to  turn  up  fresh  mould  to  blend  with  that  already  worn  out.  11 

on  the  hills  is  a dry  gravelly  clay,  well  adapted  for  sheep,  while  the  low  land  is  equally  valuai  > fc 

feeding  black  cattle. 

The  county  forms  part  of  the  great  central  field  of  floetz  limestone,  that  mineral  being  its  general  substrat  mi, 
except  in  the  west,  where  it  varies  into  clay-slate.  The  limestone  at  Ardbraccan  is  of  a fine  white  grain,  mm  h 
used  for  architectural  purposes,  and  for  tombstones.  Coal  is  said  to  exist  near  Slane,  but  all  endeavours  to  raise 
it  for  useful  purposes  have  hitherto  failed.  Copper  has  been  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Boyne;  petrifactions 
and  crystals  in  the  bed  of  the  Nanny  water.  Numerous  fossil  remains  of  the  moose  deer  were  dug  out  of  a 
bog  near  Kells,  which  had  been  embedded  in  a circular  enclosure  supposed  to  have  been  used  for  entrapping 
these  animals.  Three  deer’s  heads,  with  uncommonly  large  horns,  were  also  found  near  Dardistown,  in 
Upper  Duleek.  Mineral  springs  at  Nobber  and  Kilcrew  have  been  found  serviceable  in  cutaneous  disorders. 
Chalybeates  at  Summerhill  and  Knock,  formerly  much  esteemed,  have  latterly  declined  iu  character.  A fine 
spring  at  Castlekieran,  dedicated  to  Saint  Kieran,  is  much  frequented  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August  for  its 
imputed  medicinal  virtues  in  various  diseases. 

The  principal  river  is  the  Boyne,  which  rises  in  the  bog  of  Allen  in  the  county  Kildare ; enters  Meath  atClonard ; 
passes  by  Trim,  Navan,  and  Slane;  and  discharges  itself  into  the  Irish  Sea  at  Drogheda,  to  which  town  it  is 
navigable  for  shipping,  and  thence  for  barges  to  Navan,  nineteen  miles  further,  partly  by  canal  and  partly  in 
the  bed  of  the  river.  Its  tributaries  are  the  Blackwater,  which  rises  in  Lough  Ramor  in  the  county  Cavan,  and 
joins  the  Boyne  at  Navan;  other  lesser  tributaries  are  those  of  Atliboy,  Knight’s-brook,  Kilmessan,  Mattock, 
Yellow  river,  Stonyford,  Moynalty,  and  Deel.  The  Nanny  water  flows  from  N:i  an  through  the  romantic  glen 
of  Diamond  Rock  to  the  Irish  Sea.  The  small  stream  of  the  Delvan  is  the  con  Ly  boundary  to  the  south.  The 
part  of  Lough  Sheelin  in  which  is  Church  island,  with  its  monastic  ruins,  is  in  the  north-western  extremity  oi  the 
county.  A line  of  small  lakes  ranges  along  its  western  border,  and  several  others  are  to  be  met  with  in  various 
parts. 

The  custom  prevalent,  especially  on  small  farms,  of  raising  grain  crops  successively  till  the  land  is  thoroughly 
exhausted,  is  partly  attributable  to  the  great  richness  of  the  soil,  but  extensive  proprietors  perfectly 
understand  and  practise  the  rotation  system,  so  as  to  keep  the  land  constantly  in  heart.  Ploughing  is 
more  commonly  practised  with  four  horses  than  with  two.  Much  attention  is  paid  to  the  breeding  of  black 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs.  The  depth  and  richness  of  the  soil  cause  it  to  throw  up  a sward  of  nourishing  verdun 
unequalled  in  other  parts;  hence  grazing  is  generally  followed.  The  dry  gravelly  soils  spontaneously  prod  in  < 
a luxuriant  herbage  of  white  clover,  as  do  also  the  clayey  bottoms  when  drained  and  manured  with  limes  tor 
The  total  number  of  farms  from  one  acre  upwards  was.  13,501,  of  wbUh  5,339  were  from  one  to  five  acres,  a' 
2,554  above  fifty  acres;  of  the  plantation  land,  upwards  of  1,000  acres  were  under  orchards. 

The  general  flatness  of  the  country  forbids  the  expectation  of  many  features  of  scenic  beauty.  The  Boy  , 
in  the  southern  part  of  its  course,  is  a sluggish  stream  skilled  by  morasses  ; but,  as  it  proceeds  nortl  rd  it 
leads  to  numerous  prospects  of  great  rural  splendour.  Tl  variations  of  surface,  clothed  with  luxuri  fob  ge, 
and  studded  with  villas,  castles,  and  monastic  structures,  afford  continued  sources  of  admiration  to  i tnr  tier 
and  tourist. 

The  tribe  of  the  Eblani,  who  inhabited  the  comities  »f  Dublin  and  Kildare  when  Ireland  - fir  t *.w.r 
spread  itself  over  Meath  also.  This  district,  together  with  the  adjoining  counties  of  Y -r  sii,  L gf  rd,  and 
parts  of  the  King’s,  Cavan,  and  Kildare,  formed  one  of  the  five  kingdoms  into  whir1  U-  islan  ’ ,vas  divided 
before  the  arrival  of  the  English ; the  royal  residence  being  on  the  hill  of  Tara.  The  bur  .am,  orir  a ally 
named  Midhe,  was  divided  into  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  Oireamhoi  i and  Eircan  hoiru 
a Danish  chieftain,  having  conquered  the  country,  made  this  region  the  seat  of  his  goverr  uent, 
and  slain  by  Melaghlin,  its  native  king,  afterwards  monarch  of  Ireland.  Henry  II.  granted  M 
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MEATH  COUNTY. 

Meath,  a maritime  county  in  the  east  of  Leinster  province,  is  bounded,  N.  by  the  counties  of  Cavan,  Mon- 
aghan, and  Louth;  E.  by  the  Irish  Sea  and  Dublin;  S.  by  Kildare,  Dublin,  and  King’s  counties;  and  W.  by 
Westmeath.  Its  greatest  length  from  north  to  south  is  thirty-seven  miles;  its  greatest  breadth  from 
east  to  west,  forty-eight;  comprising  an  area  of  906  square  miles,  or  579,899  acres,  of  which  547,391  are  arable, 
16,033  uncultivated,  12,767  under  plantations,  464  in  toiVns,  and  3,244  under  water;  and  maintaining  a 
population,  in  1841,  of  183,828  persons,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  inhabitant  for  every  3t\j  acres  of  the  whole 
surface,  or  every  three  acres  of  arable  land ; or  one  family  of  six  persons  each  for  every  nineteen  acres  of  sur- 
face, or  every  eighteen  acres  of  cultivated  land. 

By  much  the  greater  part  of  the  county  is  a plain,  with  numerous  low  undulating  hills  interspersed,  which 
increase  in  number  and  height  towards  the  north  and  north-west;  the  summit  of  Slieve-na-calliagh,  the  highest, 
between  Oldcastle  and  Crossakeel,  being  904  feet  above  sea-level.  The  sea-coast,  six  miles  in  length,  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Boyne  and  the  north  of  Dublin  is  a shelving  sand  with  little  depth  of  water,  and  no 
opening  for  vessels  of  any  burden;  the  beach  for  some  distance  inland  is  a sandy  soil,  only  fit  for  rabbit  warrens; 
but  the  prevailing  character  of  all  the  inland  tracts  is  a rich  loam,  so  deep  that  the  farmer  has  but  to  sink  his 
ploughshare  somewhat  lower  in  order  to  turn  up  fresh  mould  to  blend  with  that  already  worn  out.  The  soil 
on  the  hills  is  a dry  gravelly  clay,  well  adapted  for  sheep,  while  the  low  land  is  equally  valuable  for 
feeding  black  cattle. 

The  county  forms  part  of  the  great  central  field  of  floetz  limestone,  that  mineral  being  its  general  substratum, 
except  in  the  west,  where  it  varies  into  clay-slate.  The  limestone  at  Ardbraccan  is  of  a fine  white  grain,  much 
used  for  architectural  purposes,  and  for  tombstones.  Coal  is  said  to  exist  near  Slane,  but  all  endeavours  to  raise 
it  for  useful  purposes  have  hitherto  failed.  Copper  has  been  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Boyne ; petrifactions 
and  crystals  in  the  bed  of  the  Nanny  water.  Numerous  fossil  remains  of  the  moose  deer  were  dug  out  of  a 
bog  near  Kells,  which  had  been  embedded  in  a circular  enclosure  supposed  to  have  been  used  for  entrapping 
these  animals.  Three  deer’s  heads,  with  uncommonly  large  horns,  were  also  found  near  Dardistown,  in 
Upper  Duleek.  Mineral  springs  at  Nobber  and  Kilcrew  have  been  found  serviceable  in  cutaneous  disorders. 
Clialybeates  at  Summerhill  and  Knock,  formerly  much  esteemed,  have  latterly  declined  in  character.  A fine 
spring  at  Castlekieran,  dedicated  to  Saint  Kieran,  is  much  frequented  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August  for  its 
imputed  medicinal  virtues  in  various  diseases. 

The  principal  river  is  the  Boyne,  which  rises  in  the  bog  of  Allen  in  the  county  Kildare ; enters  Meath  atClonard ; 
passes  by  Trim,  Navan,  and  Slane;  and  discharges  itself  into  the  Irish  Sea  at  Drogheda,  to  which  town  it  is 
navigable  for  shipping,  and  thence  for  barges  to  Navan,  nineteen  miles  further,  partly  by  canal  and  partly  in 
the  bed  of  the  river.  Its  tributaries  are  the  Blackwater,  which  rises  in  Lough  Bamor  in  the  county  Cavan,  and 
joins  the  Boyne  at  Navan;  other  lesser  tributaries  are  those  of  Athboy,  Knight’s-brook,  Kilmessan,  Mattock, 
Yellow  river,  Stonyford,  Moynalty,  and  Deel.  The  Nanny  water  flows  from  Navan  through  the  romantic  glen 
of  Diamond  Bock  to  the  Irish  Sea.  The  small  stream  of  the  Delvan  is  the  county  boundary  to  the  south.  The 
part  of  Lough  Sheelin  in  which  is  Church  island,  with  its  monastic  ruins,  is  in  the  north-western  extremity  of  the 
county.  A line  of  small  lakes  ranges  along  its  western  border,  and  several  others  are  to  be  met  with  in  various 
parts. 

The  custom  prevalent,  especially  on  small  farms,  of  raising  grain  crops  successively  till  the  land  is  thoroughly 
exhausted,  is  partly  attributable  to  the  great  richness  of  the  soil,  but  extensive  proprietors  perfectly 
understand  and  practise  the  rotation  system,  so  as  to  keep  the  land  constantly  in  heart.  Ploughing  is 
more  commonly  practised  with  four  horses  than  with  two.  Much  attention  is  paid  to  the  breeding  of  black 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs.  The  depth  and  richness  of  the  soil  cause  it  to  throw  up  a sward  of  nourishing  verdure 
unequalled  in  other  parts;  hence  grazing  is  generally  followed.  The  dry  gravelly  soils  spontaneously  produce 
a luxuriant  herbage  of  white  clover,  as  do  also  the  clayey  bottoms  when  drained  and  manured  with  limestone. 
The  total  number  of  farms  from  one  acre  upwards  was.  13,501,  of  which  5,339  were  from  one  to  five  acres,  and 
2,554  above  fifty  acres;  of  the  plantation  land,  upwards  of  1,000  acres  were  under  orchards. 

The  general  flatness  of  the  country  forbids  the  expectation  of  many  features  of  scenic  beauty.  The  Boyne, 
in  the  southern  part  of  its  course,  is  a sluggish  stream  skirted  by  morasses  ; but,  as  it  proceeds  northwards  it 
leads  to  numerous  prospects  of  great  rural  splendour.  The  variations  of  surface,  clothed  with  luxuriant  foliage, 
and  studded  with  villas,  castles,  and  monastic  structures,  afford  continued  sources  of  admiration  to  the  traveller 
and  tourist. 

The  tribe  of  the  Eblani,  who  inhabited  the  counties  of  Dublin  and  Kildare  when  Ireland  was  first  known, 
spread  itself  over  Meath  also.  This  district,  together  with  the  adjoining  counties  of  Westmeath,  Longford,  and 
parts  of  the  King’s,  Cavan,  and  Kildare,  formed  one  of  the  five  kingdoms  into  which  the  island  was  divided 
before  the  arrival  of  the  English ; the  royal  residence  being  on  the  hill  of  Tara.  The  kingdom,  originally 
named  Midhe,  was  divided  into  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  Oireamhoin  and  Eireamhoin.  Turgesius, 
a Danish  chieftain,  having  conquered  the  country,  made  this  region  the  seat  of  his  government,  until  defeated 
and  slain  by  Melaghlin,  its  native  king,  afterwards  monarch  of  Ireland.  Henry  II.  granted  M<;ath  to  Hugh 
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De  Lacy  as  a county  palatine  with  extensive  feudal  privileges,  and  after  his  death  it  was  apportioned  between 
the  two  grand-daughters  of  his  son  Walter ; but  the  divisions  continued  to  be  governed  as  a single  county 
till  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  who  divided  it  into  the  counties  of  East  and  West  Meath,  the  former  still  in- 
cluding the  county  Cavan,  and  the  latter  that  of  Longford.  This  arrangement  was  maintained  till  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  when  the  boundaries  of  both  counties  were  fixed  as  they  exist  at  present. 

The  county  is  now  divided  for  the  purposes  of  civil-bill  jurisdiction  into  the  two  districts  of  Dunshaughlin 
and  Kells.  The  former,  to  the  east  of  the  Boyne,  is  subdivided  into  the  nine  baronies  of  Lower  and  Upper  Deece, 
Drogheda,  Lower  and  Upper  Duleek,  Dunboyne,  Lower  Moyfenrath,  Ratoath,  and  Skreen  ; the  latter,  into  the  teu 
baronies  of  Fore  or  Demifore,  Lower  and  Upper  Kells,  Lune,  Morgallion,  Upper  Moyfenrath,  Lower  and  Upper 
Navan,  and  Lower  and  Upper  Slane.  The  post-towns  are  in  the  barony  of  Drogheda,  Balrath,  and  Bettystown; 
in  Lower  Duleek,  Duleek  and  Julianstown;  in  Dunboyne,  Clonee;  in  Lower  Moyfenrath,  Summerhill  and 
Ratlimoylan;  in  Ratoath,  Ashbourne,  Dunshaughlin,  and  Ratoath;  in  Demifore,  Oldcastle,  where  there  is  a large 
endowed  school,  founded  by  a London  citizen  of  the  name  of  Gibson;  in  Lower  Kells,  Moynalty;  in  Upper 
Kells,  Crossakeel  and  Kells,  a town  of  picturesque  appearance,  having  in  it  a round  tower,  which  till  lately 
retained  its  conical  cap;  in  Lune,  Athboy  and  Kildalky;  in  Morgallion,  Nobber;  in  Upper  Moyfenrath, 
Clonard,  once  a bishop’s  see,  afterwards  united  to  the  see  of  Trim,  and  ultimately  to  that  of  Meath,  and  the 
seat  of  one  of  those  colleges  which  made  Ireland  famous  as  a school  of  literature  in  the  early  times  of  Chris- 
tianity; in  Lower  Navan,  the  town  of  the  same  name,  where  quarter  sessions  are  held;  in  Upper  Navan,  Trim, 
the  assize  town,  and  once  a place  of  such  importance,  that  parliaments  were  held  in  it;  in  Lower  Slane,  Drum- 
condra;  in  Upper  Slane,  Stackallan,  where  there  is  a college  for  students  of  the  Established  Church;  and 
Slane,  near  which  is  the  ancient  and  splendid  mansion  of  Slane  castle,  the  favourite  residence  of  George 
IV.  during  his  visit  to  Ireland.  Quarter  sessions  are  held  at  Trim,  Duleek,  Kells,  Navan,  and  Dunshaughlin. 
The  towns  of  Athboy,  Duleek,  Kells,  Navan,  Ratoath  and  Trim,  returned  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  par- 
liament; the  representation  in  the  imperial  parliament  is  now  limited  to-the  two  county  members. 

The  character  of  Meath  is  almost  exclusively  agricultural.  Its  towns  are  few  and  small ; its  commerce  and 
manufactures  mostly  confined  to  the  ports  of  Drogheda  and  Balbriggan.  The  Royal  Canal,  in  passing  through 
the  county  of  Kildare,  skirts  the  southern  boundary  for  some  distance,  and  passes  through  a small  portion  of 
its  southern  limit.  The  Dublin  and  Drogheda  Railroad  passes  through  the  eastern  extremity,  near  the  sea. 
The  Great  Western  Railroad  to  Mullingar,  is  open  to  Enfield  in  this  county.  The  county  abounds  in  relics  of 
antiquity.  The  hill  of  Tara  retains  some  faint  traces  of  what  it  was  when  a royal  residence.  The  most 
remarkable  of  these  memorials  is  the  Lia  Fail,  the  coronation  stone  of  the  Irish  kings,  consisting  of  a single 
block,  about  twelve  feet  high,  one  half  being  imbedded  in  the  ground.  Adaman’s  cross  is  another  of  these  relics. 
At  New  Grange,  between  Drogheda  and  Slane,  there  are  four  ancient  mounds,  the  largest  of  which,  70  feet 
high,  and  300  feet  in  circumference,  was  surrounded  by  a circle  of  huge  upright  unhewn  stones.  On 
a closer  examination,  an  entrance  into  the  interior  was  discovered,  opening  into  a long,  low  gallery,  which 
terminated  in  a central  cavern,  with  three  offsets,  together  forming  a cross,  in  which  was  found  a large  stone 
vase,  rudely  ornamented ; also,  two  human  skeletons,  and  some  horns  and  bones  of  deer.  Besides  the  round 
towers  already  noticed,  the  foundations  of  others  exist  at  Ardbraccan,  the  present  episcopal  seat  of  the  diocese, 
and  at  Clonard,  Slane,  Trim  and  Tullaghard.  A number  of  ancient  weapons,  ornaments,  and  domestic  imple- 
ments were  dug  out  of  the  marsh  of  Lagore  near  Dunshaughlin.  An  ancient  musical  instrument  named  a 
corabasna,  consisting  of  two  circular  plates  of  brass  connected  by  a spiral  wire,  was  found  near  Slane  ; also  two 
torques  of  pure  gold  near  Tara ; and  several  bracelets  or  collars  of  the  same  metal,  one  of  which  weighed 
twelve  ounces,  near  Trimleston  castle.  This  county  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  representative  of  the 
Brabazon  family. 
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Area 

in  Statute 
Acres. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Houses. 

Families. 

Barony. 

Area 

Popula- 

tion. 

Houses. 

Families 

Inhabited 

| TTnin- 
jhabited. 

in  Statute 
Acres. 

Inhabited 

I Unin- 
| habited. 

Deece,  L.,  . 

20,013 

3,990 

660 

18 

691 

Moyfenrath,  L.,  . 

40,313 

12,859 

2,062 

47 

2,215 

Deece,  U.,  . 

28,764 

5,160 

859 

28 

893 

Moyfenrath,  TJ., . 

31,696 

8,915 

1,482 

44 

1,542 

Drogheda,  . 

1,243 

770 

162 

15 

162 

Navan,  L.,  . 
Navan,  U.,  . 

25,836 

15,873 

2,572 

84 

2,836 

Duleek,  L., 

36,983 

11,055 

1,917 

92 

1,999 

17,652 

4,860 

836 

21 

859 

Duleek,  U., 

28,502 

7,096 

1,220 

45 

1,243 

Ratoath, 

35,697 

6,214 

978 

47 

1 i 101 

Dunboyne,  . 

16,782 

2,723 

451 

5 

490 

Skreen, 

40,892 

9,456 

1,576 

68 

1,639 

Fore,  .... 

43,549 

14,432 

2,429 

68 

2,573 

Slane,  L.,  . 

26,224 

9,956 

1,736 

26 

1,799 

Kells,  L.,  . 
Kells,  U.,  . 

36,171 

49,552 

14,627' 

22,142 

2,473 

3,544 

52 

87 

2,562 

3,996 

Slane,  U.,  . 

29,212 

9,626 

1,660 

37 

1,727 

Lune,  .... 
Morgallion, 

39,326 

31,492 

12,519 

11,555 

2,122 

2,046 

60 

33 

2,282 

2,128 

Total, 

579,899 

183,828 

30,785 

877 

32,737 

Population  of  Towns  of  1,000  Persons  and  upwards. 

Navan,  5,628.  Kells,  4,205.  Trim,  2,269.  Athboy,  1,826.  Oldcastle,  1,508.  Duleek,  1,158. 
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De  Itf  j}  as  a county  palatine  with  extensive  feudal  privileges,  and  after  his  death  it  was  apportioned  between 
the  r wo  grand-daughters  of  his  son  Walter;  ^ut  the  divisions  continued  to  be  governed  as  a single  county 
til  L the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  who  divided  it  into  the  counties  of  East  and  West  Meath,  the  former  still  in- 
cluding the  county  Cavan,  and  the  latter  that  of  Longford.  Tiiis  arrangement  was  maintained  till  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  when  the  boundaries  of  both  counties  were  fixed  as  they  exist  at  present. 

The  county  is  now  divided  for  the  purposes  of  civil-bill  jurisdiction  into  the  two  districts  of  Dunshaughlin 
and  Kells.  The  former,  to  the  east  of  the  Boyne,  is  subdivided  into  the  nine  baronies  of  Lower  and  Upper  Deece, 
Drogheda,  Lower  and  Upper  Duleek,  Dunbovne,  Low  r Moyfenrath,  Ratoath,  and  Skreen  : the  latter,  into  the  ten 
baronies  of  Fore  or  Demifore,  Lower  and  T pper  F Als,  Lure,  Morgallion,  Upper  Moyfenrath,  Lower  and  Upper 
Navan,  and  Lower  and  Upper  Slane.  rine  post  owns  are  in  the  barony  of  Drogheda,  Balrath,  and  Bettystown ; 
in  Lower  Duleek,  Duleek  and  JV  anstown  . in  Dunboyne,  Clonee;  in  Lower  Moyfenrath,  Summerhill  and 
Rathmoylan;  in  Ratoath,  Ashbo  .ne,  Dutv  uaughlin,  and  Ratoath;  in  Demifore,  Oldcastle,  where  there  is  a large 
endowed  school,  founded  bv  London  c'.uxen  of  the  name  of  Gibson;  in  Lower  Kells,  Moynalty;  in  Upper 


Kells,  Crossakeel  and  a town  of  picturesque  appearance,  having  in 
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Clonard,  once  a bi  hop’s  see,  afterwards  united  to  the  see  of  Trim,  and  ultimately  to  that  of  Meath,  and  the 
seat  of  one  of  those  col'  ges  which  made  Ireland  famous  as  a school  of  literature  in  the  early  times  of  Chris- 
tianity; in  Lower  Nu,van.  the  town  of  the  same  name,  where  quarter  sessions  are  held;  in  Upper  Navan,  Trim, 
the  assize  town  and  once  a place  of  such  importance,  that  parliaments  were  held  in  it ; in  Lower  Slane,  Drum- 
condra;  in  Upper  S1  me,  Stackallan,  where  there  is  a college  for  students  of  the  Established  Church;  and 
Slane  near  which  is  the  ancient  and  splendid  mansion  of  Slane  castle,  the  favourite  residence  of  George 
IV.  during  his  visit  to  Ireland.  Quarter  sessions  are  held  at  Trim,  Duleek,  Kells,  Navan,  and  Dunshaughlin. 
The  towns  of  Atliboy,  Duleek,  Kells,  Navan,  Ratoath  and  Trim,  returned  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  par- 
liament; the  representation  in  the  imperial  parliament  is  now  limited  to-the  two  county  members. 

The  character  of  Meath  is  almost  exclusively  agricultural.  Its  towns  are  few  and  small ; its  commerce  and 
manufactures  mostly  confined  to  the  ports  of  Drogheda  and  Balbriggan.  The  Royal  Canal,  in  passing  through 
the  county  of  Kildare,  skirts  the  southern  boundary  for  some  distanee,<and  passes  through  a small  portion  of 
its  southern  limit.  The  Dublin  and  Drogheda  Railroad  passes  through  tire  eastern  extrdhiity,  near  the  sea. 
The  Great  Western  Railroad  to  Mullingar,  is  open  to  Enfield  in  this  county.  The  county  abounds  in  relics  of 
antiquity.  The  hill  of  Tara  retains  some  faint  traces  of  what  it  was,. when  a royal  residence.  The  most 
remarkable  of  these  memorials  is  the  Lia  Fail,  the  coronation  stone  of  the  Irish  kings,  consisting  of  a single 
block,  about  twelve  feet  high,  one  half  being  imbedded  in  the  ground.  Adamaus  cross  is  another  of  these  relics. 
At  New  Grange,  between  Drogheda  and  Slane,  there  are  four  ancient  mounds,  the  largest  of  which,  70  feet 
high,  and  300  feet  in  circumference,  was  surrounded  by  a circle  of  huge  upright  unhewn  stones.  On 
a closer  examination,  an  entrance  into  the  interior  was  discovered,  opening  into  a long,  low  gallery,  which 
terminated  in  a central  cavern,  with  three  offsets,  together  forming  a cross,  in  which  was  found  a large  stone 
vase,  ruddy  ornamented;  also,  two  human  skeletons,  and  somo  horns  and  hones  of  deer.  Besides  the  round 
towers  already  noticed,  the  foundations  of  others  exist  at  Ardbraccan,  the  present  episcopal  seat  of  the  diocese, 
and  at  Ciio.  1,  Slane,  Trim  and  Tullaghard.  A number  of  ancient  weapons,  ornaments,  and  domestic  imple- 
ments were  dug  out  of  the  marsh  of  Lagore  near  Dunshaughlin.  An  ancient  musical  instrument  named  a 
corabasna,  co  ‘ng  of  two  c ircular  plates  of  brass  connected  by  a spiral  wire,  was  found  near  Slane  ; also  two 
torques  of  pure  c 1 near  Tara;  and  several  bracelets  or  collars  of  the  same  metal,  one  of  which  weighed 
twelve  ounces,  ne.<  Trimlestoii  castle.  This  county  gives  the  title  of  Earl. to  the  representative  of  the 
Brabazon  family. 
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e of  Henry  VIII.,  who  divided  it  into  the 


county  palatine  with  extensive  feudal  privilege 
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when  the  boundaries  of  both  counth 
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Rathmoylan ; inRatoath, 
endowed  school,  found* 

Kells,  Crossakeel  and 
retained  its 
Clonard,  once 
seat  of  one 
tianitv;  in 
the  assize 
condra ; 


UlVIM< 

it;  s of  Bast  and  W< 
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ire  in  the  barony  of  Drogheda,  ! 
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: in  Morgallion,  Nobbcr;  in  Upi 
terwards  united  to  the  see  <»f  Trim,  and  ultimately  to  that  ot 
p which  made  Ireland  famous  as  a school  of  literature  in  the  carl); 
the  town  of  the  same  name,  where  quarter  sessions  arc  held;  in  Upj 
or.  e a place  of  such  importance,  that  parliaments  were  held  in  it;  in  Lower  Slane,  D 
une,  Stackallan,  where  there  is  a college  for  students  of  the  Established  Church; 


of  Chris- 
an,  Trim, 
Drum- 
and 


Diane  ^ear  wnic  is  the  ancient  and 
IV.  c luring  his  isit  to  Ireland.  Quarter 
The  towns  of  Athbov,  Duleek,  Kells,  Navan 
liament;  the  representation  in  the  imperial  pn 
The  character  of  Meath  is  almost  exclusive! 
manufactures  mostly  confined  to  the  ports  of  I 
the  county  of  Kildare,  skirts  the  southern  bon 


plendid  mansion  of  Slane  castle,  the  favourite  residence  of  George 
ions  are  held  at  Trim,  Duleek,  Kells,  Navan,  and  Dun>haughlin. 
Rat  oath  and  Trim,  returned  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  par- 
arliament  is  now  limited  to  the  two  county  members. 

ultural.  Its  towns  are  few  and  small ; its  commerce  and 
a and  Balbriggan.  The  Royal  Canal,  in  passing  through 


dnrv  for  some  distance  aird  passes  through  a small  portion  of 
its  soutL^u  limit.  The  Dublin  and  Drogheda  Railroad  passes  through  the  eastern  extrdbriity,  near  the  sea. 
The  Great  Western  Railroad  to  Mullingar,  is  open  to  Enfield  in  this  county.  The  county  abounds  in  relics  of 
antiquity.  The  hill  of  Tara  retains  some  faint  traces  of  what  it  was  when  a royal  residence.  The  most 
remarkable  of  these  memorials  is  the  Lia  Fail,  the  coronation  stone  of  the  Irish  king.-,  consisting  of  a single 
block,  about  twelve  feet  high,  one  half  being  imbedded,  in  the  ground.  Atlantan's  cross  is  another  of  these  relics. 
At  New  Grange,  between  Drogheda  and  Slane,  there  are  four  ancient  mounds,  the  largest  of  which,  70  feet 
high,  and  300  feet  in  circumference,  was  surrounded  by  a circle  of  huge  upright  unhewn  stones.  On 
a closer  examination,  an  entrance  into  the  interior  was  discovered,  opening  into  a long,  low  gallery,  which 
terminated  in  a central  cavern,  with  three  offsets,  together  l’6rming  a cross,  in  which  was  found  a large  stone 
vase,  rudely  ornamented;  also,  two  human  skeletons,  and  some  horns  and  bones  of  deer.  Resides  the  round 
towers  already  noticed,  the  foundations  of  others  exist  at  Ardbraccan,  the  present  episcopal  seat  of  the  diocese, 
and  at  Clonard,  Si~  Trim  and  Tullagliard.  A number  of  ancient  weapons,  ornaments,  and  domestic  imple- 
ments were  dug  out  or  e marsh  of  Lagore  near  Dunshaughlin.  An  ancient  musical  instrument  named  a 
corabasnsp  counting  of  tv  ircular  plates  of  brass  connected  by  a spiral  wire,  was  found  near  Slane  ; also  two 

d several  bracelets  or  collars  of  the  .;nu-  metal,  one  of  which  weighed 
This  county  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  representative  of  the 
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WE  ST  ME 


estmeatii,  aif  inland  county  in  the  w ?t  of  Leinster. 

Eh  by  Meath,  S.  by  Hie  King’s  county,  and  W.  by  Rosco 
E,x  miles  ; and  its  greatest  breadth  from  “east  to  west,  forty- 
or  45 'h  iii8  acres,  of  which  365,218  are  arable;  56,392  ur» 
and  22,427  underwater.  The  population  in  1841  amount*  i 
to  every  3J  acres  of  the  entire  surface,  or  every  2J  acres  of 
to  every  nineteen  acres  of  surface,  or  to  every  fifteen  acres 
The  general  character  of  the  county  is  nearly  similar  to 
spersed  with  numerous  low  hills;  but  it  is  much  superior 
to  its  many  picturesque  lakes.  The  highest  of  the  hills  are 
above  sea-level,  and  the  summit  of  a height  near  Rockland 
latter  a view  can  be  had  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  west,  a: 
is  the  Inny,  which  rises  in  Lough  Sheelin,  and,  after  passing 
and  forming  part  of  the  boundary  of  Longford,  err  *rs  the  latt 
near  Mullingar,  passes  through  Lough  Ennel,  enters  the. Ring  ~ 
the  Shannon  near  Banagher.  The  Glore  is  a tributary  to  the  1 
The  principal  lakes  within  the  county  are  Innel  or  Ennel,  n 
islands,  the  largest  of  which  served  as  a magazine  for  the  Irish  army  in  t 
Oge’s,  Goose,  Inchycronan,  Cormorant,  Cherry,  Chapel,  and  Green  island 
its  waters  supply  the  summit  level  of  the  Royal  Canal,  to  accomplish 
streams,  named  the  Golden  and  Silver  Arms,  that  flowed  from  it,  were 
of  the  surface.  The  lake  has  in  it  four  islands,  Brouris,  Lackliouse.  Sindarr  ud 
; named  of  which  there  is  an  ancient  chapel  with  a burial  ground  much  resort*  bv 
ijs  the  long  and  narrow  lake  of  Dereveragh,  the  waters  of  which  discharg 
most  western  of  the  lakes  in  the  interior.  Lough  Leue,  cast  of  Dereveragh. 
of  its  water,  and  for  having  no  visible  outlet,  nor  any  inlet  except  a stream 
it  has  in  it  four  small’  islands.  The  smaller  lakes  are  Lough  Sewdy,  i ai 
Clonshever,  Mahau,  and  the  two  lakes  of  Watcrstown  near  Athlone.  ( »n  t 
Ree  or  Rcagh.  an  expansion  of  the  Shannon,  having  in  it,  within  the  conn 
,re,  Temple.  Inchmore,  and  Innisbotin.  Lough  Glen  forms  a small  portion  d 
Loughs  Sheelin  and  Email,  that  of  Cavan;  the  White  Lake  and  Loughs 
the  waters  ,of  Lough  Bane  are  highest  in  summer,  and  of  a green  tin-,  ; 
are  as  transparent  as  crystal,  and  remarkably  light.  The  borders  of  mo  r 
and  present  numerous  and  diversified  prospects  of  singular  beauty.  Mo  t 
portion  of  timber  trees:  the  ash  thrives  luxuriantly,  and  is  much  used  in  b _ 
making  hoops  for  butter  casks.  The  land  was  formerly  richly  clothed  wii  wo 
charcoal  for  iron  works  stripped  it  bare;  Knock-Eyon  and  Knock-Boss,  nea  Loi 
their  sides  much  stunted  oak  and  brushwood,  the  remains  of  ancient  forest 
juniper  are  raised  from  the  bogs,  the  timber  being  uniformly  black. 

The  soil  in  the  eastern  districts  is  a rich  loam;  towards  the  norm  it 
rearing  of  sheep.  Limestone  gravel  is  much  used  for  manure.  Great ; tl  ut 
the  horses  are,  in  general,  of  a very  superior  character;  the  black  cattk*  t*  ~e  < 
in  Ireland,  and  are  in  great  demand;  the  long-woolled  breeds  of  slice} 
farming  is  not  practised  as  largely  as  might  be  expected  from  the  'i  tv 
excellent  butter  are  made  throughout  the  county,  and  readily  bought  ir 
exportation.  There  are  11,452  farms  in  the  county,  4,309  of  which  juv 
than  thirty  acres.  Many  of  this  latter  class  are  of  very  large  dimens  *i  s. 

In  its  geological  character  the  county  forms  part  of  the  great  cennJ 
only  interruption  to  it  being  the  hill  of  Moate,  or  Moate-a-grenoge,  v > 
substratum  in  the  form  of  u mound  of  sandstone.  The  limestone  roc 
in  some  places  intermixed  with  calp  or  clay-slate.  The  central  distrre 
calcareous  sand  and  gravel,  forming  long  ridges  of  low  hills,  with  occasi 
There  are  about  1,800  acres  of  bog,  chi;  fly  in  the  western  baronies  of 

Westmeath,  together  with  the  adjoining  county  of  Longford,  forn 
the  kingdom  of  Midhe  or  Meath,  aud  was  distinguished  from  the  ea 
the  site  of  the  provincial  government  was  on  the  hill  of  Usneagh 
Previously  to  the  arrival  of  the  English  it  had  suffered  much 
abbey  of  Fore  having  been  burned  nine  times  by  these  feroc 
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WESTMEATH  COUNTY. 


Westmeath,  an  inland  county  in  the  west  of  Leinster,  is  hounded,  X.  W.  by  the  county  of  Longford;  N.  E.  a id 
E.  by  Meath,  S.  by  the  King’s  county,  and  W.  by  Roscommon.  Its  greatest  length  from  north  to  south  is  thirty- 
six  miles;  and  its  greatest  breadth  from  east  to  west,  forty-eight  mi  >s;  comprising  n area  of  708  square  miles, 
or  453,468  acres,  of  which  365,218  arc  arable;  56,392  uncultivate -1 ; 8,803  under  plantations;  628  in  towns; 
and  22,427  under  water.  The  population  in  1841  amounted  to  141  00  persons,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  person 
to  every  3J  acres  of  the  entire  surface,  or  every  2J  acres  of  arable  1 nd;  or  of  one  family  of  six  persons  each 
to  every  nineteen  acres  of  surface,  or  to  every  fifteen  acres  of  cultiva.  d land. 

The  general  character  of  the  county  is  nearly  similar  to  that  of  Meath,  being  an  extended  Main,  inter- 
spersed with  numerous  low  hills:  but  it  is  much  superior  in  seen  beauty,  a circumstance  chiefly  owing 
to  its  many  picturesque  lakes.  The  highest  of  the  hills  are  Knock- L on,  near  Lough  Dereveragh,  707  feet 
above  sea-level,  and  the  summit  of  a height  near  Rockland  Hill,  sout.  f Lough  Sheelin,  840  feet;  from  the 
latter  a view  can  be  had  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  west,  and  the  In  Sea  on  the  east.  The  largest  river 
is  the  Inny,  which  rises  in  Lough  Sheelin,  and,  after  passing  through  L *ughs  Kinail,  Dereveragh,  and  Iron, 
and  forming  part  of  the  boundary  «»f  Longford,  enters  the  latter  county  i r AbbeyshrueL  The  Brosna  rises 
near  Mullingar,  passes  through  Lough  Ennel,  enters  the  King’s  county  bet  *en  Kilbeggan  and  Clara,  and  joins 
the  Shannon  near  Banagher.  Thu  Glore  is  a tributary  to  the  Inny;  the  1 el  and  Stonyford,  to  the  Boyne. 

The  principal  lakes  within  the  county  arc  Innel  or  Ennel,  named  also  Belvidere  Lake  ; it  has  in  it  eight 
islands,  the  largest  of  which  - r\ed  as  a magazine  for  the  Irish  army  in  tin  wars  of  1641 ; the  others  are  Shan 
Oge’s,  Goose,  Inchycronan,  Cormorant,  Cherry,  Chapel,  and  Green  Island  : Lough  Owel  is  north  of  Mullingar; 
its  waters  supply  the  summit  level  of  the  Royal  Canal,  to  accomplish  which  more  effectually,  two  small 
streams,  named  the  Golden  and  Silver  Arms,  that  flowed  from  it,  were  dam  ;ed  up,  so'  as  to  raise  the  level 
of  the  surface.  The  lake  has  in  it  four  islands,  Brouris,  Lackhouse,  Sindarr,;.  and  Church  Island;  on  the  last, 
named  of  which  there  is  an  ancient  chapel  with  a burial  ground  much  resorted  to  by  pilgrims.  Further  north 
is  the  long  and  narrow  lake  of  Dereveragh,  the  waters  of  which  discharge  themselves  into  Lough  Iron,  the 
most  western  of  the  lakes  in  the  interior.  Lough  Lene,  cast  of  Dereveragh.  is  remarkable  for  the  pellucid  huf 
of  its  water,  and  for  having  no  visible  outlet,  nor  any  inlet  except  a stream  that  flows  only  in  rainy  seasons  ; 
it  has  in  it  four  small  islands.  The  smaller  lakes  are  Lough  Sewdy,  near  Rallymore,  Loughs  Drin,  Cullen, 
Clonshever,  Mahan,  and  the  two  lakes  of  Waterstown  near  Athlone.  On  the  border  of  the  county  is  Lough 
Ree  or  Reagh,  an  expansion  of  the  Shannon,  having  in  it,  within  the  county  verge,  the  .islands  t>f  innisturk, 
Hare,  Temple,  Inchmore,  and  Innisbofin.  Lough  Glen  forms  a small  portion  of  the  boundary  south  mf  iaigfford ; 
Loughs  Sheelin  and  Kinail,  that  of  Cavan;  the  White  Lake  and  Loughs  I* eel  and  Lane,  that <ofcf  Meath; 
the  waters  of  Lough  Bane  are  highest  in  summer,  and  of  a green  tint,  and  lowest  in  winter,  vda-n  they 
are  as  transparent  as  crystal,  and  remarkably  light.  The  borders  of  most  of  these  lakes  an*  nkdfry  f/.h  iteM,. 
and  present  numerous  and  diversified  prospects  of  singular  beauty.  Most  < the  coumy7  exhibits  a fait  rr  o- 
portion  of  timber  trees:  the  ash  thrives  luxuriantly,  and  is  much  used  in  hedge-rows  jmaiael  is  onooutrar  for 
making  hoops  for  butter  casks.  The  land  was  formerly  richly  clothed  with  wood,  inn  ike  great  df  maud  of 
charcoal  for  iron  works  stripped  it  bare;  Knock-Eyon  and  Knock-Ross,  near  Lough  pHWvemgh,  Eftih  .have  on 
their  sides  much  stunted  oak  and  brushwood,  the  remains  of  ancient  forests.  Largt  immiks  of  yew,  fir,  and 
juniper  are  raised  from  the  bogs,  the  timber  being  uniformly  black. 

The  soil  in  the  eastern  districts  is  a rich  loam ; towards  the  north  it  is  lighter,  and  more  Adapted  to  the 
rearing  of  sheep.  Limestone  gravel  is  much  used  for  manure.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  'the  'breed  of  cattle  : 
the  horses  are,  in  general,  of  a very  superior  character;  the  black  cattle  are  considered  to  herfimong  the  'choicest 
in  Ireland,  and  are  in  great  demand;  the  long-woolled  breeds  of  slieej  sire  most  encourag'd.  Though  dairy 
farming  is  not  practised  as  largely  as  might  be  expected  from  the  !&  -rtility  of  the  soil,  ,u?ge  quantities  of 
excellent  butter  are  made  throughout  the  county,  and  readily  bought  mg  ' «dh  for  domestic  consumption  and 
exportation.  There  are  11,452  farms  in  the  county,  4,309  of  which  are  one  to  five  -.cres,  1,388  of  more 
than  thirty  acres.  Many  of  this  latter  class  are  of  very  large  dimens  .ms. 

In  its  geological  character  the  county  forms  part  of  the  great  central  fioeiv  V.  lesto  re  field  of  Ireland,  the 
only  interruption  to  it  being  the  hill  of  Moate,  or  Moate-a-grenoge,  which  prot1  *de»  irom  under  the  general 
substratum  in  the  form  of  a mound  of  sandstone.  The  limestone  rock  ob  ei:b  r a iuish  ? *ay  Or  deep  black, 
in  some  places  intermixed  with  calp  or  clay-slate.  The  central  districts  ar  mostly  composed  of  escars  of 
calcareous  sand  and  gravel,  forming  long  ridges  of  low  hills,  with  occasional  . revations  of  greater  magnitude. 
There  are  about  1,800  acres  of  bog,  chiefly  in  the  western  baronies  of  Brawn  y and  Clonlonan. 

Westmeath,  together  with  the  adjoining  county  of  Longford,  formerly  constituted  the  western  division  or 
the  kingdom  of  Midlie  or  Meath,  and  was  distinguished  from  the  eastern  portion  .by  fche  name  of  Eireamh  in: 
the  site  of  the  provincial  government  was  on  the  hill  of  Usneagh,  between  BaJJymore  and  Lough  Ennel. 
Previously  to  the  arrival  of  the  English  it  had  suffered  much  from  the  ravages  of  the  Danes,  the  town  and 
abbey  of  Fore  having  been  burned  nine  times  by  these  ferocious  invaders  during  the  ninth  ami  !&nth 
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WESTMEATH  COUNTY. 


Westmeath,  an  inland  county  in  the  west  of  Leinster,  is  bounded,  N.  W.  by  the  county  of  Longford,-  N.  E.  and 
E.  by  Meath,  S.  by  the  King’s  county,  and  W.  by  Roscommon.  Its  greatest  length  from  north  to  south  is  thirty- 
six  miles;  and  its  greatest  breadth  from  east  to  west,  forty-eight  miles;  comprising  an  area  of  708  square  miles, 
or  453,468  acres,  of  which  365,218  are  arable;  56,392  uncultivated;  8,803  under  plantations;  628  in  towns; 
and  22,427  under  water.  The  population  in  1841  amounted  to  141,300  persons,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  person 
to  every  3£  acres  of  the  entire  surface,  or  every  2^  acres  of  arable  land ; or  of  one  family  of  six  persons  each 
to  every  nineteen  acres  of  surface,  or  to  every  fifteen  acres  of  cultivated  land. 

The  general  character  of  the  county  is  nearly  similar  to  that  of  Meath,  being  an  extended  plain,  inter- 
spersed with  numerous  low  hills;  but  it  is  much  superior  in  scenic  beauty,  a circumstance  chiefly  owing 
to  its  many  picturesque  lakes.  The  highest  of  the  hills  are  Knock-Eyon,  near  Lough  Dereveragh,  707  feet 
above  sea-level,  and  the  - summit  of  a height  near  Rockland  Hill,  south  of  Lough  Sheelin,  840  feet;  from  the 
latter  a view  can  be  had  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  west,  and  the  Irish  Sea  on  the  east.  The  largest  river 
is  the  Inny,  which  rises  in  Lough  Sheelin,  and,  after  passing  through  Loughs  Kinail,  Dereveragh,  and  Iron, 
and  forming  part  of  the  boundary  of  Longford,  enters  the  latter  county  near  Abbeyshruel.  The  Brosna  rises 
near  Mullingar,  passes  through  Lough  Ennel,  enters  the  King’s  county  between  Kilbeggan  and  Clara,  and  joins 
the  Shannon  near  Banagher.  The  Glore  is  a tributary  to  the  Inny;  the  Deel  and  Stonyford,  to  the  Boyne. 

The  principal  lakes  within  the  county  are  Innel  or  Ennel,  named  also  Belvidere  Lake ; it  has  in  it  eight 
islands,  the  largest  of  which  served  as  a magazine  for  the  Irish  army  in  the  wars  of  1641 ; the  others  are  Shan 
Oge’s,  Goose,  Inchycronan,  Cormorant,  Cherry,  Chapel,  and  Green  Island : Lough  Owel  is  north  of  Mullingar ; 
its  waters  supply  the  summit  level  of  the  Royal  Canal,  to  accomplish  which  more  effectually,  two  small 
streams,  named  the  Golden  and  Silver  Arms,  that  flowed  from  it,  were  dammed  up,  so  as  to  raise  the  level 
of  the  surface.  The  lake  has  in  it  four  islands,  Brouris,  Lackhouse,  Sindarra,  and  Church  Island ; on  the  last 
named  of  which  there  is  an  ancient  chapel  with  a burial  ground  much  resorted  to  by  pilgrims.  Further  north 
is  the  long  and  narrow  lake  of  Dereveragh,  the  waters  of  which  discharge  themselves  into  Lough  Iron,  the 
most  western  of  the  lakes  in  the  interior.  Lough  Lene,  east  of  Dereveragh,  is  remarkable  for  the  pellucid  hue 
of  its  water,  and  for  having  no  visible  outlet,  nor  any  inlet  except  a stream  that  flows  only  in  rainy  seasons ; 
it  has  in  it  four  small  islands.  The  smaller  lakes  are  Lough  Sewdy,  near  Ballymore,  Loughs  Drin,  Cullen, 
Clonshever,  Mahan,  and  the  two  lakes  of  Waterstown  near  Athlone.  On  the  border  of  the  county  is  Lough 
Ree  or  Reagh,  an  expansion  of  the  Shannon,  having  in  it,  within  the  county  verge,  the  islands  of  Ir.nisturk, 
Hare,  Temple,  Inchmore,  and  Innisbofin.  Lough  Glen  forms  a small  portion  of  the  boundary  south  of  lory-ford ; 
Loughs  Sheelin  and  Kinail,  that  of  Cavan;  the  White  Lake  and  Loughs  Deel  and  Bane,  that  of  Meath; 
the  waters  of  Lough  Bane  are  highest  in  summer,  and  of  a green  tint,  and  lowest  in  winter,  when  xhey 
are  as  transparent  as  crystal,  and  remarkably  light.  The  borders  of  most  of  these  lakes  are  richly  plan  d, 
and  present  numerous  and  diversified  prospects  of  singular  beauty.  Most  of  the  cou  tv  exhibits  a fair  p.  o- 
portion  of  timber  trees:  the  ash  thrives  luxuriantly,  and  is  much  used  in  hedge-rows;  hazel  is  encouraged  for 
making  hoops  for  butter  casks.  The  land  was  formerly  richly  clothed  with  wood,  but  the  great  demand  of 
charcoal  for  iron  works  stripped  it  bare ; Knock-Eyon  and  Knock-Ross,  near  Lough  Dereveragh,  still  have  on 
their  sides  much  stunted  oak  and  brushwood,  the  remains  of  ancient  forests.  large  trunks  of  yew,  fir,  and 
juniper  are  raised  from  the  bogs,  the  timber  being  uniformly  black. 

The  soil  in  the  eastern  districts  is  a rich  loam;  towards  the  north  it  is  lighter,  and  more  r.  .apted  to  the 
rearing  of  sheep.  Limestone  gravel  is  much  used  for  manure.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  breed  of  cattle  : 
the  horses  are,  in  general,  of  a very  superior  character;  the  black  cattle  are  considered  to  be  among  the  choicest 
in  Ireland,  and  are  in  great  demand;  the  long-woolled  breeds  of  sheep  are  most  encouraged.  Though  dairy 
farming  is  not  practised  as  largely  as  might  be  expected  from  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  large  quantities  of 
excellent  butter  are  made  throughout  the  county,  and  readily  bought  up  both  for  domestic  consumption  and 
exportation.  There  are  11,452  farms  in  the  county,  4,309  of  which  are  of  one  to  five  acres,  1,388  of  more 
than  thirty  acres.  Many  of  this  latter  class  are  of  very  large  dimensions. 

In  its  geological  character  the  county  forms  part  of  the  great  central  floetc  limestone  field  of  Ireland,  the 
only  interruption  to  it  being  the  hill  of  Moate,  or  Moate-a-grenoge,  which  protrudes  from  under  the  general 
substratum  in  the  form  of  a mound  of  sandstone.  The  limestone  rock  is  either  a bluish  gray  or  deep  black, 
in  some  places  intermixed  with  calp  or  clay-slate.  The  central  districts  are  mostly  composed  of  escars  of 
calcareous  sand  and  gravel,  forming  long  ridges  of  low  hills,  with  occasional  elevations  of  greater  magnitude. 
There  are  about  1,800  acres  of  bog,  chiefly  in  the  western  baronies  of  Brav,  ney  and  Clonlonan. 

Westmeath,  together  with  the  adjoining  county  of  Longford,  formerly  constituted  the  western  division  of 
the  kingdom  of  Midhe  or  Meath,  and  was  distinguished  from  the  eastern  portion  by  the  name  of  Eireamhoin: 
the  site  of  the  provincial  government  was  on  the  hill  of  Usneagh,  between  Ballymore  and  Lough  Ennel. 
Previously  to  the  arrival  of  the  English  it  had  suffered  much  from  the  ravages  of  the  Danes,  the  town  and 
abbey  of  Fore  having  been  burned  nine  times  by  these  ferocious  invaders  during  the  ninth  and  knth 
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centuries.  On  the  subsequent  grant  of  this  territory,  together  with  that  of  East  Meath,  to  Hugh  De  Lacy  hy 
Henry  II.,  the  dispossessed  native  chieftains  made  many  gallant,  but  generally  unsuccessful  efforts  to  regain 
their  hereditary  possessions.  At  length,  the  ancient  palatinate,  erected  by  the  above-mentioned  monarch,  was 
divided  by  an  act  of  Henry  VIII. ; and  ultimately,  Longford  was  formed  into  a separate  county  by  Elizabeth, 
and  the  boundaries  of  Westmeath  fixed  according  to  the  present  arrangement. 

The  county  is  now  divided  into  the  twelve  baronies  of  Brawney,  Clonlonan,  Corkaree,  Delvin,  Farbill,  Fartul- 
lagh,  Fore,  Kilkenny  west,  Moyasliel  and  Maglieradernon,  Moycashel,  Moygoish,  and  Rathconrath.  Its  post- 
towns  are,  in  Brawney  barony,  Athlone  east  of  the  Shannon,  with  a population  of  3,320;  the  remainder  of  the 
town,  containing  3,073  persons,  being  in  Roscommon,  on  the  western  side  of  the  same  river.  The  town  was 
a place  of  great  importance  during  the  wars  in  Ireland,  as  it  commanded  the  main  pass  over  the  Shannon;  and 
in  the  contest  between  William  and  James  for  the  sovereignty,  it  made  a gallant  resistance  to  the  forces  of  the 
former  king,  but  was  ultimately  taken  by  surprise  through  the  over-confident  negligence  of  St.  Ruth,  the 
commander  of  the  Irish  forces.  The  old  bridge,  a curious  and  characteristic  specimen  of  engineering  archi- 
tecture in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  has  lately  been  replaced  by  a modern  structure  suited  in  magnitude  and  elegance 
of  design  to  the  importance  of  its  position.  There  is  a union  workhouse  in  Athlone.  In  Clonlonan  barony  is 
Moate,  or  Moate-a-grenoge,  a name  given  to  it  from  its  vicinity  to  the  hill  of  Moate,  already  noticed,  which  was 
called  after  Grace  M‘Loughlin  or  Grana-oge.  The  town  is  a central  point  of  communication  for  public  convey- 
ances from  Dublin  to  Athlone  and  all  the  surrounding  districts.  In  Corkaree  barony  is  Multifernan,  once  the 
site  of  a celebrated  abbey,  the  remains  of  which  are  still  used  as  the  chapel  of  a small  Franciscan  monastery  in 
the  neighbourhood.  In  this  place  the  plans  for  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1641  were  arranged.  Near 
it  is  Wilson’s  hospital,  founded  by  a clergyman  of  that  name,  for  the  support  of  a number  of  old  men,  and  a 
school  for  boys.  The  original  building  having  been  destroyed  in  the  insurrection  of  1798  has  been  Restored 
in  an  improved  form.  In  Delvin  barony  are  Castletown-Delvin,.  Clonmellan,  and  Drumcree.  In  Demifore, 
Fore,  once  a large  town  situate  near  the  lofty  hill  of  the  Ben  of  Fore,  and  between  the  small  lakes  of  Lene, 
Glore,  Bane,  and  the  White  Lake;  it  was  once  a large  town,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  traceable.  The 
other  post-towns  are  Castlepollard  and  Finea,  in  the  extreme  north  of  the  county,  between  Loughs  Sheelin  and 
Kinail.  In  Farbill  barony  are  Killucan  and  Kinnegad,  noted  for  its  cheese.  In  Fartullagh  barony,  Tyrrell’s 
Pass,  where  was  a castle  built  by  one  of  the  Tyrrell  family,  and  where  a guerilla  chieftain  of  this  name  anni- 
hilated the  forces  of  Sir  Conyers  Clifford  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  post-town  of  Rochfort,  or  Beggar’s 
bridge,  is  so  called  from  a tradition  that  the  bridge  was  built  with  the  money  found  after  a beggar  of  the  name  of 
Rochfort,  who  died  in  the  village.  In  Moyasliel  barony  is  Mullingar,  the  assize  town,  and  the  site  of  a union 
workhouse.  It  carries  on  a brisk  trade  in  wool,  grain,  provisions,  and  butter ; and  its  cattle  fairs  are  deemed 
inferior  only  to  those  of  Ballinasloe.  In  Moycashel  barony  are  Kilbeggan  and  Castletownkindelan.  In 
Moygoish  barony,  Ballinacargy  and  Rathowen.  In  Rathconrath  barony,  Ballymore  near  Lough  Sewdy  and 
Moyvore.  Quarter  sessions  are  held  at  Mullingar  and  Moate.  The  towns  of  Athlone,  Mullingar,  Kilbeggan, 
and  Fore,  sent  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  parliament.  The  representation  of  the  county  in  the  imperial 
parliament  is  now  limited  to  two  members  for  the  county  at  large,  and  one  for  the  borough  of  Athlone. 

The  principal  manufactures  are  flour,  coarse  woollens,  linens,  and  sackings.  Mullingar  is  much  indebted  for 
its  trading  activity  to  its  situation  on  the  Royal  Canal,  which,  after  entering  the  county  near  Kinnegad,  passes 
through  its  centre,  winds  round  three  sides  of  Mullingar,  where  it  receives  the  supply  of  its  summit  level  by  a 
short  cut  from  Lough  Owel,  and  passes  north-westerly,  till  it  enters  the  county  of  Longford,  near  Abbeyshruel. 
The  Grand  Canal  sends  a short  branch  from  the  King’s  county  to  Kilbeggan. 

The  remains  of  ancient  buildings  are  numerous.  Traces  of  upwards  of  fifty  castles  still  exist,  and  also  of  twenty 
monasteries,  and  twelve  decayed  churches.  On  the  hill  of  Usneagh  there  is  a circular  fort;  and  there  are 
several  Danish  raths  in  its  vicinity,  and  others  near  Mullingar.  Gold  coins,  and  several  ornaments  of  the  same 
metal,  among  which  was  a torque  weighing  eleven  ounces,  were  found  near  the  town.  The  county  gives  the 
title  of  Marquess  to  the  representative  of  the  Nugent  family. 
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Brawney,  . 

11,456 

7,264 

1,216 

71 

1,425 

Kilkenny,  West, 

37,627 

11,272 

1,983 

36 

2,056 

Clonlonan, 

32,118 

13,240 

2,263 

50 

2,383 

Moyashel,  &c.,  . 

42,845 

14,357 

2,438 

107 

2,744 

Corkaree,  . 

26,960 

6,762 

1,103 

12 

1,111 

Moycashel, . 

47,333 

16,822 

2,950 

99 

3,117 

Delvin, 

39,063 

9,943 

1,671 

49 

1,843 

Moygoish,  . 

40,277 

10,933 

1,763 

62 

1,886 

Farbill, 

35,453 

9,546 

1,593 

32 

1,658 

Rathconrath, 

48,415 

15,317 

2,652 

49 

2,792 

Fartullagh, 

39,340 

9,312 

1,539 

57 

1,669 

— 

— 

— 

Fore,  .... 

52,581 

16,532 

2,831 

63 

3,009 

Total, 

453,468 

141,300 

24,002 

687 

25,693 

Population  of  Towns  of  1,000  Persons  and  upwards. 

Mullingar,  4,569.  Athlone,  3,320.  Moate,  2,095.  Kilbeggan,  1,910.  Castlepollard,  1,310. 
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ceift  ics.  On  the  subsequent  grant  of  this  territory,  together  with  that  of  East  Meath,  to  Hugh  De  Lacy  by 
1|<  ury  II.,  the  dispossessed  native  chieftains  made  many  gallant,  but  generally  unsuccessful  efforts  to  regain 
their  hereddary  possessions.  At  length,  the  ancient  palatinate,  erected  by  the  above-mentioned  monarch,  was 
divided  by  an  act  of  Henry  VIII.;  and  ultimately,  Longford  was  formed  into  a separate  county  by  Elizabeth, 
and  the  boundaries  of  Westmeath  fixed  according  to  the  present  arrangement. 

The  (\nlnty  is  now  divided  into  the  twelve  baronies  of  Brawney,  Clonlonan,  Corkaree,  Delvin,  Farbill,  Fartul- 
lagh,  Fore,  Kilkenny  west,  Moyashel  and  Magheradernon,  Moycashel,  Moygoisli,  and  Rathconrath.  Its  post- 
towns  are,  in  Brawney  barony,  Athlone  east  of  the  Shannon,  with  a population  of  3,320;  the  remainder  of  the 
town,  containing  3.073  persons,  being  in  Roscommon,  on  the  western  side  of  the  same  river.  The  town  was 
a place  of  great  importance  during  the  wars  in  Ireland,  as  it  commanded  the  main  pass  over  the  Shannon;  and 
in  the  contest  between  William  and  James  for  the  sovereignty,  it  made  a gallant  resistance  to  the  forces  of  the 
former  king,  but  was  ultimately  taken  by  surprise  through  the  over-confident  negligence  of  St.  Ruth,  the 
commander  of  the  Irish  forces.  The  old  bridge,  a curious  and  characteristic  specimen  of  engineering  archi- 
tecture in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  has  lately  been  replaced  by  a modern  structure  suited  in  magnitude  and  elegance 
of  design  to  the  importance  of  its  position.  There  is  a union  workhouse  in  Athlone.  In  Clonlonan  barony  is 
Moate,  or  Moate-a-grenoge,  a name  given  to  it  from  its  vicinity  to  the  hill  of  Moate,  already  noticed,  which  was 
called  after  Grace  M'Loiighlii  or  Grana-oge.  The  town  is  a central  point  of  communication  for  public  convey- 
ances from  Dublin  to  Athlone  and  all  the  surrounding  districts.  In  Corkaree  barony  is  Multifernan,  once  the 
site  of  a celebrated  abbey,  the  remains  of  which  are  still  used  as  the  chapel  of  a small  Franciscan  monastery  in 
the  neighbourhood  In  this  place  the  plans  for  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1641  were  arranged.  Near 
it  is  Wilson’s  hospital,  founded  by  a clergyman  of  that  name,  for  the  support  of  a number  of  old  men,  and  a 
school  for  boys.  The  original  building  having  been  destroyed  in  the  insurrection  of  1798  has  been  Restored 
in  an  improved  form.  In  Delvin  barony  are  Castletown-Delvin,.  Clonmellan,  and  Drumcree.  In  Demifore, 
Fore,  once  a larg^  town  situate  near  the  lofty  hill  of  the  Ben  of  Fore,  and  between  the  small  lakes  of  Lene, 
Glore,  Bane,  and  the  White  Lake ; it  was  once  a large  town,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  traceable.  The 
other  post-towns  are  Caetlepollard  and  Finea,  in  the  extreme  north  of  the  county,  between  Loughs  Sheelin  and 
Kinail.  In  Farbill  barony  are  Killucan  and  Kinnegad,  noted  for  its  cheese.  In  Fartullagh  barony,  Tyrrell’s 
Pass,  where  was  a castle  built  by  one  of  the  Tyrrell  family,  and  where  a guerilla  chieftain  of  this  name  anni- 
hilated the  forces  of  Sir  Conyers  Clifford  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  post-town  of  Rochfort,  or  Beggar’s 
bridge,  is  so  called  from  a tradition  that  the  bridge  was  built  with  the  money  found  after  a beggar  of  the  name  of 
Rochfort,  who  died  in  the  village.  In  Moyashel  barony  is  Mullingar,  the  assize  town,  and  the  site  of  a union 
workhouse.  It  carries  on  a brisk  trade  in  wool,  grain,  provisions,  and  butter ; and  its  cattle  fairs  are  deemed 
inferior  only  to  those  of  Ballinasloe.  In  Moycashel  barony  are  Kilbeggan  and  Castletownkindelan.  In 
Moygoish  barony,  Ballinacargy  and  Rathowen.  In  Rathconrath  barony,  Ballymore  near  Lough  Sewdy  and 
Moyvore.  Quarter  sessions  are  held  at  Mullingar  and  Moate.  The  towns  of  Athlone,  Mullingar,  Kilbeggan, 
and  Fore,  sent  two  members  each  to  the  Irish  parliament.  The  representation  of  the  county  in  the  imperial 
parliament  is  now  limited  to  two  members  for  the  county  at  large,  and  one  for  the  borough  of  Athlone. 

The  principal  manufactures  are  flour,  coarse  woollens,  linens,  and  sackings.  Mullingar  is  much  indebted  for 
its  trading  acti\  v to  its  situation  on  the  Royal  Canal,  which,  after  entering  the  county  near  Kinnegad,  passes 
through  its  centre  winds  round  three  sides  of  Mullingar,  where  it  receives  the  supply  of  its  summit  level  by  a 
short  cut  from  Lou  h Owel,  and  passes  north-westerly,  till  it  enters  the  county  of  Longford,  near  Abbeyshruel. 
The  Grand  Canal  se  ds  a short  branch  from  the  King’s  county  to  Kilbeggan. 

The  remains  of  ant  nt  buildings  are  numerous.  Traces  of  upwards  of  fifty  castles  still  exist,  and  also  of  twenty 
monasteries,  and  twt  e decayed  churches.  On  the  hill  of  Usneagh  there  is  a circular  fort;  and  there  are 
several  Danish  ruths  in  its  vicinity,  and  others  near  Mullingar.  Gold  coins,  and  several  ornaments  of  the  same 
metal,  among  which  w;  torque  weighing  eleven  ounces,  were  found  near  the  town.  The  county  gives  the 
title  of  Marquess  to  the  r esentative  of  the  Nugent  family. 
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Mullingar,  4,569. 


Population  of  Towns  of  1,000  Persons  and  upwards. 
Athlone,  3,320.  Moate,  2,095.  Kilbeggan,  1,910. 
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r -f  Ireland  hare  supplied  a deficiency  long 
u a National  Atlas,  equal,  to,; say  no  more, 
«t  nation  (“an-  boast.  Yet,  valuable  as  is 


this  giseat  work,  it  labours  «nd< 
and  the  purposes  for  which  ir  was 


The  Comity  Maps  of  the  Ordnan 
km i in  tli<*  Geography  of  I 
in  copiousness  and  accuracy, (u>  wu:n  any  01 

ro  * leti  • ; unavoidable,  from  the  m»t  urv  of  its  design, 
executed:  it  is  cumbrous  and  expend \ e.  An  Atlas, 
on  a scale  combining  conveniiuiee  with  economy,  in  which  the  Maps  t-bould  have  all  the 
accuracy  of  delineation  derivable  from  tJ^ee.of  the  Ordnapmo  Suryey,  ami  he  reduced  to 
dimensions  which,  without  excluding  any  features  of  prominent  inti 
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ready  and  frequent  reference,  is  as  yet  wanting. 
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The  work  now  submitted  to  public  consideration  is  intended  to  ] 
it  proposes  to  give,  on  a scale  sufficiently  extensive -for  all  purposes  of 
^ series  of  Maps  of  every  County  in  Ireland,  execute«l  in  tlie  first  style  ( 
giviii/  expression  to  all  the  leading  characteristic-  of  the  district;' r 
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pnckpnri. geology,  agriculture,  manufactures,  trade,  towns,  with  Jl 
pud-  othf  peculiarities,  and  other  minor  points  of  valuable  infori; 


or  key  Map  of  Ireland,  with  a brief  illustrativej 
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a oompac^yot  comprehensive  'volume,  sufficient  for  every  usua 
le.irsnt  in  exe»  iiion.  and  economical  in  price. 
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